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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the VECELLI SALE, 
the decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door-operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 


+ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

+ Full 12 month warranty ♦ Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 

www.vecelligaragedoors.co.uk 




Price includes: 
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Ukip, Labour and the 
prospect of evolution 



FOR anyone who assumed Ukip was 
a spent force, a victory in a small 
scale local by-election this week 
should make you think again. 

It may have achieved its primary 
objective - namely seeing Britain 
commit to leaving the European 
Union - and losing its charismatic 
frontman Nigel Farage, but it seems 
its approach to politics has ensured it 
has become an established party. 

Granted, the ward of Ashford 
Borough Council which saw 
Labour’s previously held seat lost 
saw a rather paltry turnout of 
a little over 20 per cent, but 
that’s democracy for you. 

Of course, you could 
comfortably see it as a bigger 
blow for Labour. Because the 
ward in question is exactly 
the sort of place the party 
should be winning comfort¬ 
ably. If Jeremy Corbyn 
believes he 
genuinely 
connects to the 
working class 


areas of the country then this should 
be a modest warning that he’s simply 
not got sufficient clout. 

All of which makes the possibility 
of a new centre left party - created 
from the remains of what was once a 
sizeable Lib Dem party and those 
centre-leaning Labour supporters - 
such an appetising one for so many. 

The centre ground is where the 
majority of people find the most 
common ground, and thus it makes 
sense to assume only there is the 
clout to secure any form of parlia¬ 
mentary authority. We take a 
look at the issues gauge local 
reaction to such a proposition 
inside this weekend’s paper. 

Because, as I’ve said here 
before, a government is only 
truly working at its very best 
when it has a strong and 
united opposition, capable of 
engaging the public and 
challenging the 
incumbents. And 
that benefits all 
of society. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 


Contents 




News 

05 Ukip leader 
fight hots up 

Former Rochester school 
girl a frontrunner 

06 Knighthood 
for our MP 

Find out who got 
honour from ex-PM 

07 Masterplan 
for mail site 

County and borough 
councils team up 

11 Dreamland 
battles on 

But struggling park 
looks set to be sold to 
enable it to survive 


12 PCC calls for 
more cash 

Matthew Scott wants 
mental health relief 

14 Just who is 
taking in the 
refugees? 

Concerns raised over 
lack of Syrians being 
give asylum 

19 Talks over 
new party 

Could Labour and Lib 
Dem combine forces? 

20 Stars shine 
for Rio 

Focus on our talents 
fighting for gold 



22 Golden box 
potential 

Get your message to 
our sporting stars 

23 Win big show 
tickets 

Your chance to see 
Bryan Adams 

Pure Weddings 
25 Your guide to 
your big day 

Fashion, venues and 
honeymoon ideas 

Plus 

Leisure .Page 35 

Letters .Page 50 

Images of Kent.... .. Page 51 


HOW TO CONTACT US... 

Publisher: Simon Irwin 
Email simon.irwin@archant.co.uk 
Editor: Chris Britcher 
Email chris ,britcher@ archant ,co ,uk 
Address: Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford TN23 1PP 
Editorial: News: 01233 653475 
Sport/Leisure: 01233 653479 
Email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Advertising: 

Jobs/Notices: 01233 653461 

Business: 01233 653461 

Email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

Retail/Leisure/Motors: 01233 653461 
Email sales@kosmedia.co.uk 

Distribution: 01233 653470 

FOLLOW US ONLINE @ 

• kentnews.co.uk 

• kentnews.co.uk/mobile 

• jobsforkent.co.uk 

• homes24.co.uk 

• drive24.co.uk 

• twitter@kosmedia 

Published in Kent and printed by Archant Print, 
division of Archant Community Media Limited 
(Co Reg No 19300). Registered Office: Prospect 
House, Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 IRE 


ARCHANT 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending August 7,2016 3 





















PRE-REG VAUXHALL OFFERS! 


GET 


LOW RATE 

5.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


SAVE VS 

£ 7,925 


LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE - EXCLUSIVE TO WJ KING VAUXHALL 


16-Reg Viva SE 1.0 5dr 


• ABS brakes 

• Multi airbags 

• Electric front windows 

• Remote central locking 


From £6,995 
SAVE £2,200 
AIR CON MODELS AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Corsa Sting 1.4 3dr 


• Heated windscreen 

• Remote central locking 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 

• Hill start assist 


From £7,995 
SAVE £2,045 
CHOICE OF METALLIC COLOURS 



16-Reg Corsa Capital Sting 1.4 5drA/C 


• Air conditioning 

• Hill start assist 

• Heated windscreen 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 


From £8,495 
SAVE £4,000 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Adam Rocks Air 12 3dr 


• LED daytime running lights 

• Bluetooth 

• Dark tinted rear windows 


• 17-inch alloy wheels 

From £12,895 
SAVE £4,420 
INCLUDES TECHNICAL PACK 



16-Reg Astra Capital Design 1.4i 16v 5dr 


• Air conditioning 

• Trip computer 

• 16-inch structure wheels 

• Electric windows 


From £11,495 
SAVE £4,345 
EUROPEAN CAR OFTHEYEAR 2016 



16-Reg Astra Design Sports Tourer 1.6i 16v 

AUTOMATIC 

• Air conditioning 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 

• Electric front windows 

• Cruise control 


From £10,995 
SAVE £7,925 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



MORE MODELS AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS 


Typical 5.9% APR finance example for Vauxhall Viva SE 1.0 5dr as advertised, personal contract purchase (PCP). 


Terms of 

48 monthly 

On the road 

Customer 

Total 

Amount 

One final 

Interest 

Total amount 

agreement 

payments 

cash price 

deposit 

deposit 

financed 

payment 

charges 

payable 

48 months 

£98.11 

£6,995.00 

£98.00 

£98.00 

£6,897.00 

£3,409.55 

£1,221.83 

£8,216.83 


TYPICAL 

5.9% APR 

Representative" 


WJ King 

www.wjking.co.uk/vauxhall 

*Service 


Welling 08448 263271 Swanley 08448 263292 Gravesend 08448 263289 

Bexleyheath 08448 263291 Woolwich 08448 263276 Bromley 08448 263282 

Farningham 08448 263296 Dartford 08448 263299 Rochester 08448 263287* 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): 
Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

tFinance based on Alphera hire purchase agreements) for the models shown. All offers are subject to availability and may not apply to all retailer stocks. Finance provided by Alphera Financial Services, Europa House, Bartley Way, Hook Hampshire, RG27 9UF. Finance applicants must be 18 or over Finance subject to status 
and terms and conditions. We can arrange finance and hiring facilities foryou. We do not work exclusively with Barclays Partner Finance. Alternative 7.9% APR finance available with lower deposit amount **Savings based on 2016 Vauxhall Price List - cost when new. Offers apply to selected pre-registered vehicles purchased 
between 27th July 2016 and 31st August 2016, delivered before 31st August 2016. + Astra Capital Design does not include steering weel mounted audio controls or cruise control. ^Metallic paint and air con models avaliable at extra cost Please note, models portrayed are for illustration purposes only and may not represent 
actual model WJ King reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time. A £99 inc VAT Admin Fee (security checks and fuel) will be added to all vehicle purchases, this includes £20 worth of fuel. Telephone calls may be recorded fortraining purposes. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and 
actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. All prices and offers correct at time of going to press. E&0E. 


4 Week ending August 7,2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 

























it Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

□ 13 

n Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


r 1 

James eyes Ukip hotseat 
as leadership fight starts 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A SOUTH east MEP who went to 
school in Medway, has emerged as the 
favourite to succeed Nigel Farage as 
Ukip announced its list of candidates 
for party leadership this week. 

Diane James is now the front¬ 
runner after fellow MEP Steven 
Woolfe’s application was consid¬ 
ered to be ineligible as a result of a 
late submission. 

Mrs James, who was educated at 
Rochester Grammar School, 
previously worked as a councillor 
in Surrey before losing her seat to 
the Conservatives. 

Should she succeed, she faces 
steering the party through perhaps 
its most challenging period. Post 
referendum it must now seek to 
build on remarkable recent election 
success, having achieved its 
primary goal of leaving the EU and 
having lost its charismatic 
frontman, who resigned following 
Brexit. 

Mr Farage, from Westerham, may 
divide political opinion, but he has 
spearheaded the most remarkable 
rise of his party in recent years. 

Ukip is the main opposition on Kent 


County Council and controls its first 
ever council in Thanet. 

Mrs James was selected by North 
West Hampshire Ukip to be its 
candidate in December 2014. 
However, a few hours after making 
a speech at the party’s spring 
conference in Margate she stepped 
down from the Westminster 
candidacy “for personal reasons”. 

Mr Farage has urged his succes¬ 
sor to “bypass” Ukip’s national 
executive committee (NEC), 


claiming the governing body 
contains “total amateurs” who 
have acted as a “barrier to radical 
change and modernisation”. 

This week, Mr Farage said: “Ukip 
now needs to be patient and play the 
long game, and to live without its 
velvet-collared, beer-drinking, 
cigarette-wielding cartoonist’s dream. 

“I will not attempt to influence 
the choice of Ukip members in this 
contest but urge them to vote for 
the person who will represent the 


party best on the big media stages 
and out there around the country, 
where it really matters.” 

He said of the NEC: “Many of its 
current crop are among the lowest 
grade of people I have ever met.” 

Mrs James will be joined on the 
ballot paper by Bill Etheridge, 
Elizabeth Jones, Jonathan Arnott, 
Lisa Duffy and Phillip Broughton. 

The winner will be declared at 
the party’s conference on Septem¬ 
ber 15. 


Secamb plays merger 
talk down as it agrees 
closer working deal 


Duo pay high price for failing 
to care for bulldog's skin 


KENT’S troubled ambulance service 
has denied claims it is to merge with 
another trust as it announces an 
agreement of “formal collaborative 
working”. 

South East Coast Ambulance 
Service (Secamb) has struck a deal 
with the neighbouring South Central 
Ambulance Service (SCAS), which 
operates in Berkshire, Buckingham¬ 
shire, Hampshire and Oxfordshire, to 
ensure more expertise and best 
practice will be shared. 

The work will include an initial 
focus on areas identified as requiring 
urgent attention following Secamb’s 
recent COC inspection, which 
revealed “a culture of bullying and 
harassment”. 

It was one of a series of blows for 
the trust in recent months, following 
a scandal of delaying sending help 
for certain calls to allow extra time 
for patient assessments and revela¬ 
tions of computer system failures 
during emergency callouts. 

The closer working follows similar 


approaches elsewhere in the country 
and is in line with the Carter Review, 
published in February this year, in 
which it is set out that procedures 
should be standardised and neighbour¬ 
ing NHS trusts should work more 
closely to save money and improve care. 

Chairman Tony Thorne resigned 
in March, before chief executive Paul 
Sutton also left the trust two months 
later. Both Secamb and SCAS say 
they will explore further opportuni¬ 
ties to work together to reduce costs, 
accelerate improvements and 
maintain high quality services for 
patients. 

Secamb acting chief executive 
Geraint Davies said: “As we have 
seen elsewhere in the ambulance 
sector, there has been a move to 
share best practices and work more 
collaboratively in key areas.” 

Bosses are clear the collaboration 
is not the start of a merger between 
the trusts, however it is understood 
such a move may not be off the table 
altogether in future. 


A COUPLE have been sentenced 
after letting their bulldog suffer with 
a skin condition that replaced her 
fur with' ‘thickened rhino skin’ ’. 

Lane Elliott, 47, of Cranham 
Square, Marden, and Tina Wilson, 
44, were sentenced at Sevenoaks 
Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday. 

Both pleaded guilty to failing to 
ensure the needs of Coco, a 
bulldog aged between two and 


MOTORISTS in Ashford are set to 
experience the latest technology in 
car parking as the council rolls out 
40 new ‘wave and pay’ contactless 
terminals. 

They will be installed by the end 
of the month in the town and 
neighbouring Tenterden to replace 
the existing machines which have 
suffered from wear and tear and 
techincal issues for over a decade. 


three-years-old, by not maintaining 
adequate medication to control her 
skin condition. 

Elliott got 60 days in prison, 
suspended for 18 months, a 20 day 
rehabilitation order; six months 
alcohol treatment and made to pay 
£437.50 costs. Wilson was disquali¬ 
fied from keeping dogs for five 
years; given a 12 month community 
order; and pay £337.50. 


It means users can simply tap 
their debit card against the reader 
to pay for their parking, as well as 
regular cash or phone payment 
options. 

A council civil enforcement 
officer will be on hand for a short 
time to help people with the new 
machines on the day they are 
installed. Any profits, says the 
council, will be reinvested. 


Wave of contactless parking 
terminals to start rolling out 
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Court date due for Christmas Costa death case 


AN elderly motorist has pleaded not guilty to causing 
death by dangerous driving after his car crashed into a 
coffee shop on Christmas Eve. 

David Lord, 87, is accused of causing the accident 
which killed Valerie Deakin in Westerham high street. 

Mrs Deakin, a married mother-of-two, was sitting 
with her eldest daughter and a friend next to the 


window in the Costa Coffee shop last Christmas Eve 
when Lord’s Audi A4 crashed into the building. 

The victim was pronounced dead at the scene. Four 
others were seriously injured. 

Lord, of Westerham, is to go to trial on a date to be 
confirmed. He was released following the hearing at 
Maidstone Crown Court on unconditional bail. 


Arise Sir Michael: Senior 
Tory MP’s knighthood in 
Cameron’s farewell gift 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


SEVENOAKS MP Michael Fallon is to 
be awarded a knighthood in the 
honours list put forward by former 
prime minister David Cameron. 

The list has come into fierce criti¬ 
cism since some details were leaked 
last weekend. 

Mr Cameron, who resigned fol¬ 
lowing the EU referendum defeat, 
and was replaced last month by 
Theresa May at Number 10, used his 
final honours list to reward his po¬ 
litical allies and to give the Conserv¬ 
ative Party a majority in the House 
of Lords. 

He created 13 Tory life peers giving 
the Tories 207 - one more than Labour 
- and dished out gongs for political al¬ 
lies, Downing Street aides and promi¬ 
nent supporters of the campaign to 
remain in the European Union. 

Mr Fallon, 64, who was first elect¬ 
ed to Westminster in 1983 in Dar¬ 
lington, but lost in 1993, has been a 
senior figure in the party since being 








HONOURED: Sir Michael Fallon 


selected for the safe Sevenoaks seat 
in 1997 - a constituency he has rep¬ 
resented ever since. 

A previous vice chairman of the 
party, since 2014, he has served as 
secretary of state for defence and 


been a member of the National Secu¬ 
rity Council. 

He was one of the few to retain his 
cabinet seat in Mrs May’s reshuffle 
when she came to power. 

Others receiving awards include 
Tory treasurer Andrew Fraser, and 
political aides Gabrielle Bertin and 
Camilla Cavendish who both worked 
at Number 10. They are being given 
peerages. 

Knighthoods have been given to 
cabinet minister Patrick McLough- 
lin and former ministers Oliver 
Let win and Hugo Swire, while 
former chancellor George Osborne 
becomes a Companion of Honour. 

The list was denounced as “a sorry 
legacy” by democracy campaigners 
the Electoral Reform Society (ERS), 
which called on Theresa May to “sort 
out this mess once and for all” by al¬ 
lowing voters to choose members of 
the Upper House of Parliament. 

ERS chief executive Katie Ghose 
said: “His parting gift of 16 lords is a 
sorry legacy, both in terms of cost to 
the taxpayer and the quality of our 
democracy.” 



PROUD : Mum and calf 


Rare giraffe is 
born at wild 
animal park 

A CRITICALLY endangered giraffe calf 
has been born at Port Lympne wildlife 
park - the first time it has welcomed 
such an addition in eight years. 

Keepers and staff at the site, near 
Hythe, welcomed the female Rothschild 
to first time parents, Valentino and 
Lunar. 

She has already been spotted at the 
reserve, stepping out to explore the 
outdoor yard of her enclosure. 

Animal manager, Simon Jeffery said: 
“We are absolutely over the moon to 
welcome this lovely calf. 

“We’ve all been waiting anxiously for 
her arrival and managed to capture the 
‘first moments’ on CCTV. 

“Watching the footage back, we can 
see that the little one was trying to 
stand up shortly after birth, just as she 
would in the wild.” 

Keeper Victoria Snook added: “This is 
Lunar’s first calf and stands at a leggy 
five feet tall. 

“Although it’s early days, she is 
suckling well and already starting to 
explore, under the watchful eyes of her 
mum Lunar and auntie, Lehana.” 

It is estimated approximately 750 
individual Rothschild giraffe remain in 
the wild. Port Lympne is part of a 
European breeding programme, 
designed to save the species. 


Law review following 
row over city homes 

AN INVESTIGATION is underway to ensure there 
is no repeat of the situation which saw a London 
council outmuscle Canterbury for more than 200 
homes in the city. 

The London Borough of Redbridge made the 
most comprehensive bid for the accommodation 
back in May and now the Local Government 
Association (LGA) is looking to put measures in 
place to ensure it doesn’t happen again after 
complaints by council leader Simon Cook. 

LGA Chairman Lord Porter said: “The LGA will 
seek to lead this as part of our work on the future 
services for preventing homelessness and 
adapting to welfare reform, and will investigate 
how legislative change may help enable this.” 

Cllr Cook said: “We’re pleased that the LGA 
agrees this is a matter of concern and we’ll be 
working closely with them over the coming 
months. 

“It’s a complex situation, but we are clear that 
without any action, further problems will occur.” 


Hospital hopes rise 
as nursing jobs fill up 

STRUGGLING Medway Maritime Hospital has hailed 
a substantial reduction in its nursing vacancies as 
further evidence of an upturn in performance. 

The emergency department’s vacancy rate is now 
24 per cent - down from 65 per cent last November 
and ahead of the department’s target, which aims to 
achieve a vacancy rate of ten per cent by the end of 
October. 

Medway NHS Foundation Trust, which runs the 
hospital, was placed in special measures in July 2013 
due to concerns over mortality rates and standards of 
care. It has since been tasked with trasnforming its 
fortunes. It says the recruitment of well motivated staff 
can lead to patients recovering faster and returning 
home more quickly. 

Cliff Evans, consultant nurse (emergency care) at 
the Gillingham hospital, said: ‘ We now have a 
strategy in place that not only places a huge emphasis 
on recruiting staff, but also focuses on retaining and 
educating nursing professionals once we get them 
through the front door.’ ’ 


Windsurfer rescued 
as blown off course 

A WINDSURFER who went missing only to be 
discovered two miles from where he was last sighted, 
is recovering this weekend after being rescued by 
lifeboat crews. 

The surfer had last been seen by RNLI lifeguards at 
Minnis Bay in blustery conditions on Wednesday 
night. But when they lost sight of him, coastguards 
were alerted and an air and sea rescue operation was 
launched. 

Lifeboat teams from Margate and the rescue 
helicopter from Lydd were deployed to assist in the 
search. He was finally spotted by the coastal survey 
vessel the Thames Guardian some two miles down 
the coast and taken on board showing signs of shock 
and seasickness. 

Peter Barker, spokesman for the Margate Lifeboat 
Station said: ‘ ‘This chap owes his life to the vigilance 
of both the RNLI lifeguards and the passing survey 
vessel which located him some distance from where 
he got into difficulties. If you see anything suspicious 
at sea dial 999 and ask for the coastguard.’ ’ 
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Ukip pick up Labour 
seat at by-election 


Royal Mail site to form centre 
of county town masterplan 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


MUCH-needed homes are part of a ‘masterp¬ 
lan’ for Maidstone after two councils joined 
forced in a deal to buy the 3.5 acre former 
Royal Mail centre and delivery site in the 
county town. 

The site in Sandling Road has been identi¬ 
fied as a key plot of land in unlocking the po¬ 
tential transformation of the area. 

Maidstone Borough Council and Kent 
County Council, who expect to complete the 
purchase next month, aim to use the site as a 
mixed-use development, including retail 
space, homes, offices, increased parking and 
an improved interchange between buses, 
trains and taxis. 

The two authorities will jointly seek to 
produce a masterplan for the site. 

It is hoped as this develops they will be able 
to promote collaboration with other land- 
owners in the vicinity which would form the 
basis for a broader scheme encompassing 
Maidstone East railway station and the 
former Old Vic pub. 

The plan is expected to take three to five 
years to complete and consultants will be ap¬ 
pointed to ensure that the scheme is as at¬ 
tractive as possible to private sector partners 
and wins local backing. 


SITE : Former Royal Mail plot in county town 

In the meantime, part of the former mail 
centre and delivery office site is being sub-let 
to a charity for use as a depot. 

Further temporary uses for the site are be¬ 
ing sought and additional parking spaces 
will be made available. 

Fran Wilson, leader of Maidstone Borough 
Council, said: “This is a strategically impor¬ 
tant regeneration project and by working in 
partnership to purchase the site we can se¬ 
cure the best outcome for the county town. 
The area has been an eyesore for a number of 


years. Working together we can create 
something that residents will be proud of 
and which will bring the jobs and homes 
that the town needs.” 

Gary Cooke, KCC’s cabinet member for 
corporate and democratic services and a 
local Maidstone member said: “Our prop¬ 
erty team has been working on this scheme 
with colleagues from Maidstone ever since 
Royal Mail took the decision to market the 
site and I am delighted to see all those ef¬ 
forts come to fruition.” 


LABOUR has lost a local council by-election in 
Ashford to Ukip - and only just narrowly avoided 
slumping into third place. 

The Beaver Green ward, vacated by the 
resignation of Labour councillor Jill Britcher in 
June, was won comfortably by Ukip’s Ryan 
Macpherson, 29. He polled 373 votes, Labour 243, 
Conservatives 240 and the Green candidate 31. 
Turnout was just 21 per cent. 

Dartford Crossing to 
close overnight 

MOTORISTS heading into Essex are being warned 
of further maintenance at the Dartford Crossing next 
week. 

From Monday to Thursday, and again on Saturday 
and Sunday, the northbound east tunnel will close to 
traffic from 9pm to 5.30am. A fully signed diversion 
will be in place for oversized vehicles. 


POPULAR Ashford garden centre Bybrook Barn 
has been taken over by independent Surrey firm 
Longacres - ending rumours it could be set to 
close. 

The firm expects to hold the reins and plan a 
soft launch under new management by early 
October. Bybrook Barn is a long running centre 
based on the Canterbury Road. 


Garden site takeover 



Each year Clarkes reviews stock and 
releases items at greatly reduced prices. 

Reasons for the reductions range from, sofas with 
discontinued fabrics, cancelled orders, rejected merchandise, 
ex-stock display, minor defects, supplier error, 
discontinued designs etc. 


These are all at EXTRAORDINARY LOW PRICES to go, offering genuine ONE OFF BARGAINS 


Annual Stock Sale 

-Ex-Display Stock- 
-Cancelled Orders- 
-Discontinued Lines- 


50 - 701 ? 


! Full payment required at 
point of order 


Delivery or Collection - (free in Kent if over £500) 
must be completed before the end of September 


visit www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk for details OI cl T k G S 
01622 753073 Sandling Road, Maidstone ME14 2RF furnishing your home 


UPHOLSTERY 


DINING 


BEDS 


BEDROOM 


ACCESSORIES 
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Freight boss warns of‘grave’ 
fears at migrant violence rise 



A HAULAGE company boss has 
called for greater protection for 
truckers as he warned of a “second 
summer of crisis” in Calais. 

Dan Cook, operations director of 
Dartford-based Europa Road, said 
his drivers had been the victims of 
four attacks in the past two weeks. 

He said one driver was attacked 
by three people with knives at an 
AS24 station in Calais, leaving him 
with a cut to his arm. 

The assailants ran off when 
another truck arrived, he said. 

On another three occasions, 
trucks had been stopped on main 
approach roads to the port by 
people throwing rocks and trees 
into the carriageway. 

Mr Cook has written to the Road 
Haulage Association (RHA) calling 
for action to protect his workers. 


He said: “We have seen a 
significant and dangerous spike in 
migrant activity. 

“In the last two weeks alone, we 
have had four incidents that person¬ 
ally I find gravely concerning.” 


The Tunbridge Wells-based 
Freight Transport Association 
(FTA) has called for the ‘jungle’ 
migrant camp at Calais to be moved 
away from the port town amid fears 
Brexit may see a surge in migrants. 


Could ferries soon get 
armed security patrols? 


THE prospect of armed sea 
marshals on cross-Channel 
ferries took a step closer as 
armed personnel took part in 
an on-board security exercise 
this week on a ferry sailing 
from Portsmouth. 

There have been increasing 
concerns that terrorists could 
target the ships with some 
reports suggesting vessels 
operating on the Dover to 
Calais route could be at risk. 

This week, Brittany Ferries 
carried out an exercise on the 
Mont St Michel ferry, travelling 
from Portsmouth to Caen, as 
part of moves to make the highly 
trained military personnel part 
of the security network. 

Announcements in English 
and French alerted up to 800 
passengers that they were in the 
middle of a security exercise. 


Half-way through the 
crossing, at about 5.30pm on 
Monday, around three hours 
before the ship’s scheduled 
arrival in France, three armed 
French sea marshals wearing 
full military kit landed on the 
ship by helicopter. 

The marshals, who are 
effectively part of the French 
military, patrolled the ship and 
carried out other security 
measures. 

The exercise was part of a 
potential ramping up of 
security in light of recent terror 
attacks in France and elsewhere 
in Europe, amid fears there may 
be more to come. 

French authorities are keen 
to be seen to be proactive, 
particularly on French-flagged 
vessels, to tackle potential 
security threats. 


Church gets lottery cash 

ST MARY Magdalene church in Cobham has 
been awareded up to £24,2000 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to help its restoration 
and refurbishment project. 

The Grade 1 listed mediaeval parish 
church needs significant repairs, which this 
award will help to fund. 


Farewell at cathedral 

RECEIVER general of Canterbury Cathe¬ 
dral, John Meardon, has retired after 18 
years as its most senior lay member. 

Brig Meardon joined the cathedral after 
serving for 34 years with the Royal Marines, 
including both as a commando and a 
helicopter pilot. 


Space adventure looms 

A GRADUATE from the University of Kent’s 
School of Physical Sciences (SPS) has 
accepted a position with the European 
Space Agency’s (ESA) young graduate 
trainee programme. 

Sam Leakey from Scotland, is one of only 
80 successful applicants from across Europe. 


Jail for drug smuggler 

LORRY driver Andi Vezuli, 43, who holds a 
joint Albanian-Italian nationality, has been 
jailed at Canterbury Crown Court after 
pleading guilty to smuggling 20 kilos of 
cocaine through Dover Eastern Docks. 

He pleaded guilty at Canterbury Crown 
Court and 10 years imprisonment. 



Bridge Haven avante) 

care & support 

Care Home 'Everyone V\atters’ 

’The staff are very caring and there is always 
a friendit) atmosphere at Bridge Haven.’ 

Bridge Haven care home provides care with compassion for those 
living with dementia. The team of attentive, experienced and skilled 
staff provide 24 hour care in a pleasant, homely environment. Services 
provided at Bridge Haven include full time residential care, day care 
and short term respite care known as the homes ‘My Time’ service. 

All rooms at Bridge Haven are bright and cheerful with many 
bedrooms having en-suite facilities providing relaxation and a sense of 
well-being. Facilities include the ‘Snug’ - a pub like facility for residents 
to enjoy and socialise and Gregory’s tea room, situated in one of the 
two attractively laid gardens. 


For more information please call us on: 

01227 831607 



Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX Approved Provider 


www.avantecare.org.uk enquiry@avantecare.org.uk f$| f 


St GEORGE’S 

SHOPPING CENTRE 


i 



THE HEART OF GRAVESEND 
THE HEART OF YOUR FAMILY 

Serving our local community 
with a large and still growing 
selection of high street names 
and independent boutiques. 

With regular events held it is 
a day out for all the family. 

Visit stgeorgescentre.co.uk 

<g)<0> KEEP UP TO DATE WITH OUR LATEST OFFERS ►> 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Closer to top football 

West Ham stadium good for Kent fans 


2. Body pulled from river 

Suspect released without charge 

3. Horses on motorway 

Chaos near the Dartford Crossing 


The Essential Guide: 



.to Dreamland 


Everything you need to know about Margate’s 
heritage amusement park 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: An artist from Meopham has painted bodies across the 
world. See page 27 for the full story. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws .co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Lorry lane needed 

Why HGVs drive us round the bend 


2. Straight outta uni 

A young man’s first step in the adult world 

3. Time to step back? 

Tales of gambling ups and downs 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Will we see a breakaway 
opposition party? 

Yes, I’d support it - 44% 

Yes but I hate the idea - 25% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


No but we should - 6% 

Qj No, I support Corbyn - 25% 



i rwiy 

BRIT ELITE'S SUMMER SIZZLERS 

BUYNOW 

PAY SEPTEMBER 2017 


Britelite's Super 


Composite front doors. 
Fully installed inc. VAT 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


TRIPLE GLAZING THIS SUMMER! 


Call 


0800505070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 
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Take on the challenge of a 25k 

£25 entry includes: 

sponsored walk through the beautiful 

• Finisher’s medal 

Kent Countryside to celebrate 25 years 

• Hot lunch • Refreshment stops 

of compassionate care from Heart of 

• Tea and cake at the finish 

Kent Hospice. 

• Option to join led groups 

With thanks to local Lions Clubs, Kent Ramblers and Medway Valley District of WI’s 


For more information and to register 

Visit: www.hokh.org | Tel: 01622 790195 
Email: fundraising@hokh.co.uk 

Heart of Kent Hospice Q @Heartofkenthosp 





tf 


Heart 
of Kent 

Hospice 

RCN No. 298164 
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RELIEF: Dreamland will continue to trade throughout the summer following a crunch meeting with administrators and creditors this week 

Dreamland to fight another day 
as creditors strike an agreement 


The park operator owes millions but, as Tom Pyman reports, it will continue to trade this summer 



D reamland will contin¬ 
ue to trade this summer 
despite rising debts in¬ 
curred by the park’s op¬ 
erator, administrators 
have confirmed. 

A meeting was called after Sands 
Heritage Ltd entered into a voluntary 
arrangement last December to pay 
back its creditors, many of whom are 
owed thousands of pounds. 

Benjamin Wiles, managing direc¬ 
tor of Duff & Phelps, which is operat¬ 
ing the park while its in administra¬ 
tion, said: “A meeting of creditors was 
held Thursday, during which we con¬ 
firmed that Dreamland will continue 
to trade. 

“By doing so we are able to imple¬ 
ment a plan to turnaround the busi¬ 
ness through investment in the site, 
enhancing the customer experience 
and developing an exciting pro¬ 
gramme of future events. 

“It is our aim to maximise the re¬ 
turn for creditors, and in our experi¬ 
ence, these enhancements and in¬ 
vestment will improve the prospects 
for a successful outcome for the busi¬ 
ness.” 

Repayment is a complex process, 
with something of a hierarchy of 
creditors needing to be acknowl¬ 
edged, with secured creditors priori¬ 
tised. 

When a business becomes insol¬ 
vent, sale of the specific asset, usually 
property, over which security is held 
provides repayment for such a credi¬ 
tor. 

This is usually paid in full, and 
then administrators make their way 
further down the hierarchy. 

Mr Wiles told us last month that 
the administrators were “certain 
there is a bright future” for the popu¬ 


lar Margate attraction. 

In a report issued to creditors 
ahead of Thursday’s crunch meeting, 
Duff & Phelps bosses admitted a sale 
of the business and assets of the com¬ 
pany is likely to be the eventual out¬ 
come of the administration as total 
debts of some £14 million were re¬ 
vealed. 

They did stress, however, that an 
immediate sale is not being pursued. 

Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale 
agreed with Mr Wiles that there were 
only positive things on the horizon 
for the theme park. 

“I’m very pleased because Dream¬ 
land is an extremely important local 
and national asset and it still has a 
great future,” he told KoS. 

“I’m glad that the creditors have 
maintained their trust in it and this is 
a real demonstration of goodwill that 
Dreamland deserves.” 

However, the park suffered a blow 
last week when it was announced 
that, for the second consecutive sum¬ 
mer, thrillseekers will have to make 
do without the Scenic Railway - for 
the time being at least. 

The iconic rollercoaster is current¬ 
ly undergoing repairs, and while 
bosses insist it will be operational 
again in the coming days, it is a dev¬ 
astating setback in the middle of what 
is likely to be the park’s peak period. 

CEO Eddie Kemsley said: “The Sce¬ 
nic Railway’s lift rope requires re¬ 
placement. 

“Due to the ride’s vintage nature 
the bespoke new lift rope needs to be 
replaced by a specialist engineer and 
unlike more modern rides with off the 
shelf parts, for a ride such as Dream¬ 
land’s Grade II Scenic Railway, this 
procurement process takes a little 
longer. 


“Our engineering team are work¬ 
ing tirelessly to secure a date for the 
rope’s replacement and get the ride up 
and running as soon as possible.” 

The park re-opened last summer to 
great fanfare, but opening of the Sce¬ 
nic Railway was delayed until Octo¬ 
ber, much to the frustration of visitors 
and, many suspect, the detriment of 
revenue for Sands Heritage Ltd. 

A number of key, high-profile 
events over the next few months 
could also help determine the venue’s 
future. 

As well as the annual summer rush 
with children and families on holi¬ 
day, there are also various festivals in 
September and October, including of 
course, Halloween activity. 

Indeed, it was announced this 
week that pop icon Jarvis Cocker is set 
to join the likes of Wolf Alice, Super 
Furry Animals, Bat For Lashes and 
Wild Beast at the park’s By The Sea 
festival later this year. 

However, Sir Roger said that while 
he was frustrated by the malfunc¬ 
tioning Scenic Railway, he didn’t feel 
the summer and early autumn at¬ 
tractions were fundamental to 
Dreamland’s success, and that it had 
the ability to attract crowds 12 
months a year. 

“I’m concerned about issues 
around the Scenic Railway having 
had a multi-million pound refit but 
still breaks down after just nine 
months,” he said. 

“But the guys running it are trying 
to do things to establish it as all all¬ 
year-round amusement park. 

“The heritage is a large part of it, of 
course, but it is only part of it and I 
don’t believe it is over-reliant on these 
summer months. 

“There’s the Octopus’ Garden [also 


recently shut for repairs following a 
leak] which is a great attraction for 
children, my granchildren absolutely 
love it, so we want to get that open as 
swiftly as possible. 

“And there were thousands of visi¬ 
tors at the winter fair last year, okay, 
they were lucky with the weather but 
Eddie Kemsley and her team have 
shown you can make it work 
throughout the year.” 

The park has made a number of 
moves in recent weeks to try and 
drive revenue, including the drop¬ 
ping of the entry fee into the park. 

Instead, Dreamland has now be¬ 
come a pay-to-ride venue, with wrist¬ 
bands available for £12 for all those 
measuring over 1.25m and £8 for 
those under wanting to go on its 
rides. 

There is also be weekend pass for 
those staying for both Saturdays and 
Sunday. 

There appears to have been an im¬ 
mediate effect in terms of footfall, as 


one Saturday in July saw some 
10,000 visitors make their way to 
Dreamland as the sun shone on 
Thanet - a record crowd. 

Administrators say revenue raised 
during this peak period can be used 
to help pay off some of Sands Herit¬ 
age’s growing debt. 

The site is owned by Thanet District 
Council, and a spokesperson said fol¬ 
lowing the decision: “The fact of 
Sands Heritage Ltd going into admin¬ 
istration was a failure of that compa¬ 
ny, not of the council, which has act¬ 
ed in good faith and tried its utmost to 
maintain a successful Dreamland. 

“Despite these efforts, the company 
did enter administration, a decision 
over which the council had no con¬ 
trol. 

“We are now working positively 
with the administrator to help keep 
the park open and play our part in 
trying to find a long-term solution to 
what is a fantastic attraction which 
we should all be proud of.” 
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We need more money to handle 
mental health cases, says PCC 

Matthew Scott has kept a low profile since his election in May, but as he appeared before his first 
governance meeting this week, he made it clear that Whitehall needs to help cope with rising concern 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


K ENT’s police and crime 
commissioner says he 
will make a bid to govern¬ 
ment for more funding to 
help officers in their han¬ 
dling of mental health cases. 

It comes after police chiefs this 
week revealed an alarming lack of 
beds for people suffering from mental 
illness that are picked up by officers 
across the county. 

In some cases, patients have even 
been forced to stay in police cells due 
to a lack of available medical facili¬ 
ties. 

Attending his first governance 
board meeting at Kent Police head¬ 
quarters in Maidstone - an opportu¬ 
nity once every quarter to grill the 
chief constable - Matthew Scott heard 
of a worrying shortage, meaning of¬ 
ficers now spend approximately a 
third of their time dealing with men¬ 
tal health issues. 

The lack of capacity in the county 
was so severe, there were even in¬ 
stances of having to transport people 
as far as Yorkshire in order to be ade¬ 
quately placed and supported, the 
meeting was told. 

The issue is exacerbated by funding 
shortages for both the police and the 
NHS which is putting both organisa¬ 
tions under considerable pressure. 

Nationally, it is estimated that 
around six per cent of calls and 20 per 
cent of deployment time for police of¬ 
ficers is as a result of, or aggravated 
by poor mental health. 

Just this week, the stabbing inci¬ 
dent in London’s Russell Square - in 
which an American tourist was killed 
and several others injured - is thought 
to be mental health related rather 
than, as first feared, terrorism relat¬ 
ed. 

But Kent Police’s chief constable 
Alan Pughsley, who is in charge of all 
operational issues with regards the 
county’s policing, warned the figures 
in the county were in fact even higher 
and continuing to rise. 

“The 24/7 nature of policing and 
ease of access via 999 or 101 [calls] 
invariably means that Kent Police of¬ 
ten becomes the first point of contact 
for people in mental health crisis 
rather than the last,” he said. 

“It may also be a case of people hav¬ 
ing more faith in the force and want¬ 
ing to call us than they perhaps did 
before. 

“The shortage of beds means we 
have to look after them in custody or 
in police cars, sometimes for several 
hours, because there’s just not the ca¬ 
pacity elsewhere, and that cannot be 
right. 

“In the past we were taking people 
as far as Yorkshire to try and find 
beds so we need to make sure there is 
sufficient accommodation locally.” 


Only in exceptional circumstances 
should a police custody suite be used 
to manage seriously disturbed and 
aggressive behaviour. The aim is in¬ 
stead to transfer the people in ques¬ 
tion to the force’s partners who can 
provide the help and support they 
need. 

Mr Pughsley revealed details of an 
arrangement Kent Police has negoti¬ 
ated with South East Coast Ambu¬ 
lance Service (Secamb) to transport 
patients detained under Section 136 
of the Mental Health Act. 

Ambulances are requested to 
transport patients around 50 per 
cent of the time, with the rest of the 
transportations tending to be made 


by police officers. 

The response time to transport a 
patient to a place of safety is agreed by 
Secamb to be 60 minutes where there 
are no other medical concerns identi¬ 
fied or the patient is not being actively 
restrained and at risk. 

However, concerns were raised 
over the fact that Secamb is the only 
ambulance trust nationally to aim for 
a 60 minute response, with all other 
trusts aiming to respond to non-med¬ 
ical emergency calls in 30 minutes. 

“It’s a worry because that means 
an officer who is dealing with some¬ 
body who is at risk of harming them¬ 
selves or others, they would have to 
wait another half-an-hour which is a 


long time,” Mr Pughsley said. 

“As a result they have to take cus¬ 
tody, but if the response time was 
only 30 minutes, the officers might be 
able to wait. 

“If the status quo remains, my staff 
are going to struggle and if a third [of 
police time] becomes a half, it’s going 
to get very, very difficult.” 

The Conservative Mr Scott, who 
beat off competition from the likes of 
Ukip’s Henry Bolton to secure the 
£85,000-a-year post in May’s elec¬ 
tion, said tackling issues relating to 
mental health were a cornerstone of 
his six-point plan. 

“I think it’s absolutely vital that we 
address it because it’s on the increase 


and that’s important for two rea¬ 
sons,” he told KoS. 

“One, because it’s police time that 
could be spent on other matters such 
as being out on the beat or dealing 
with crimes and investigations but 
also for the individual as well to make 
sure they’re getting the support they 
need when they’re vulnerable.” 

A former office manager to Bexley- 
heath and Cray ford Tory MP David 
Evennett, Mr Scott, 32, lives in 
Swanley with his wife Nina and was 
the youngest of the six candidates to 
stand for the role of commissioner 
earlier this year. 

“Getting more beds is just one part 
of the solution,” he added. 

“We do have more awareness of 
mental health now and more people 
coming forward as we’ve addressed 
some of the stigma. 

“But we need to make sure that 
everyone with an interest in mental 
health who is part of the system does 
their bit, and I’ve been very con¬ 
cerned that we’ve had cases of police 
officers spending their entire shift 
trying to find a mental health bed for 
someone they’ve picked up early on. 

“We can’t continue on that basis 
because that’s not good for police re¬ 
sources, nor the individual being kept 
in a police car for that amount of 
time.” 

Mr Scott was positive about the 
number of potential solutions to what 
appears to be a growing problem but 
ultimately, as ever, with the force fac¬ 
ing another £33m slash to its budget, 
a lot of it simply comes down to mon¬ 
ey. 

“There are several things we can 
do,” he said. 

“We can make sure the person is 
getting the right support - in the force 
control room we have the Mind [a 
Kent-based mental health charity] 
counsellors who are providing guid¬ 
ance to people who are phoning 101. 

“There is an issue about the 
number of safe places that we have for 
people so the Crisis Care Concordat [a 
national agreement between services 
and agencies, such as Kent Police and 
clinical commissioning groups, in¬ 
volved in the care and support of vul¬ 
nerable people], are going to put a bid 
to the Department of Health for fund¬ 
ing to create more safe places. 

“It’s also about training and aware¬ 
ness for individual officers so they 
have got the skills and support they 
need.” 

In April of next year, a Police and 
Crime Bill is likely to come into effect, 
in which the home secretary will de¬ 
cide the only circumstances when 
police custody will be used as a place 
of safety. 

Mr Scott replaced Ann Barnes, the 
independent candidate who was pre¬ 
viously head of the Kent Police Au¬ 
thority - which was disbanded to cre¬ 
ate the PCC role - with a comfortable 
victory in May’s election. 


12 Week ending August 7,2016 


North & West 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 

























Established 1981 



Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 



Our Sale Now On! 

Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


WINDOWS 

£1,512^ 

WINDOWS 


Conservatories 
& Orangeries 



Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Energy Window 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


WINDOWS 

£2,268 

WINDOWS 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite 1 


4 WINDOWS 

£1,891 ;SS flT 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364;S? AT 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,836;SS AT 

7 WINDOWS 

£3,309-«> flT 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


£100 off 


on production 
of this advert* 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
23rd 

v August, 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


as heard on heart 


FENSA 


Open 6 days a week 
Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 


REGISTERED COMPANY 




Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom i 


I Follow 
us on 
Twitter 


*1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 60605 
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FIRST CLASS ENTERTAINMENT 



SALUTE TO THE 
19405 

INC 3-COURSE MEAl 
THU 25 AUGUST 


LAZYTOWN 
LIVE ON STAGE 
TUE 30 AUGUST 


CHAS AND DAVi 
SAT 27 AUGUST 


JANE MCDONALD CHINESE STATE 

MAKING MEMORIES CIRCUS 

SUN 11 SEPTEMBER MON 12 SEPTEMBER 



iMiar 

THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR EVERY 
OCCASION 



DAKTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 



BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK 


TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 
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County doing 
more than 
most to help 
Syrian refugees 

Yet only a handful of our district councils have 
taken in families fleeing from war-torn areas to 
help meet the 20,000 target by 2020, according 
to a select committee report issued this week. It 
raises concern as to why others are not assisting 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


L OCAL authorities in Kent have hit 
back after a government report said 
more councils need to “pull their 
weight” and accept more Syrian refu¬ 
gees to ease the migration crisis. 

The report, published by the home affairs 
select committee after a year-long enquiry, 
found EU action to address the crisis it should 
have foreseen was “too little, too late”. 

It reveals for the first time the number of 
Syrian refugees resettled in each local author¬ 
ity area; and many across the country are yet 
to take any. 

The report said: “These figures show many 
local authorities (LAs) are not pulling their 
weight in resettling Syrian refugees, and there 
is scant evidence the government is on track to 
meet its commitment to resettle 20,000 Syri¬ 
ans by 2020. 

“The committee says ministers should show 
leadership by encouraging their own constitu¬ 
ency LAs to take refugees.” 

The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby 
has described the scale of the crisis as “colos¬ 
sal”, with over 1.2 million first time applica¬ 
tions for asylum in EU member states in 2015, 
double the 562,680 in 2014, with over half of 
these from ongoing war-torn countries Syria, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

However, the overwhelming response to the 
report in Kent is that the county has handled 
responsibility well. 


While Kent County Council is co-ordinating 
and offering a supporting role, it is the districts 
and boroughs in the county that are responsi¬ 
ble for deciding how many refugees they are 
able to take and where they are going to put 
them. 

Ashford appears to be leading the way hav¬ 
ing welcomed seven families, totalling 33 indi¬ 
viduals, including 10 children who are al¬ 
ready in school. 

It also has one refugee in employment after 
he arrived with a good level of English. 

The other families, none of whom spoke any 
English at all on arrival, are, say council 
chiefs, “incredibly keen” for any type of em¬ 
ployment and have been working hard to 
learn English in order to achieve this, the 
council said. 

It also confirmed it is not accommodating 
any refugee families in social housing and is 
on track to continue to welcome up to ten fam¬ 
ilies per year for each of the five years of the 
government scheme. 

Conservative council leader Gerry Clarkson 
said: “We continue to be proud to welcome 
these vulnerable Syrian refugee families to 
our borough from camps around Syria via the 
UNHCR [United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees] programme. 

“We are providing a humanitarian response 
to the situation and as an organisation we pas¬ 
sionately believe it is the right thing to do. 

“The caring response of our residents and 
our own council staff has been extremely posi¬ 
tive and I know the families have been grateful 
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SECURITY OF ENTRANCE POINTS STILL A KEY CONCERN 


As well as encouraging more 
authorities to take their fair share, the 
report explored the magnitude of the 
migration crisis in Kent and beyond 
over the last 12 months. 

In July 2015, Calais was blockaded by 
a series of strikes by French ferry 
workers which led to long delays and 
increased opportunities for migrants 
and refugees to attempt to board UK 
bound vehicles. 

For example, on July 2-3, it was 
reported that up to 150 migrants had 
stormed the tunnel, causing disrup¬ 
tion to services leading to delays and 
cancellations, some of whom died in 
doing so. 

Since then, security has been 
beefed up, with Eurotunnel introduc¬ 
ing the use of drones as a way of 
tightening its controls even further. 

Perhaps as a result of increased 
difficulty in crossing from Calais to 
Folkestone or Dover, the report 
warned that smaller ports are now 
being used by criminal gangs to 
move people between the continent 
and the UK. 

Two men were sentenced last 
week for trying to smuggle in 
migrants through Dymchurch. 

Border Force has been given a key 
role in implementing strengthened 


coastal security measures, and was 
awarded new powers earlier this 
year, but the committee said it was 
clear that it is experiencing problems 
in gaining access to a sufficient 
number of patrol boats and has 
encouraged use of Navy resources to 
help combat the crisis. 

Only four of the new vessels are 
currently deployed and the remain¬ 
ing four will not be available for more 
than a year. 

“Maritime patrols are an essential 
element of border security for an 
island nation,” MPs said. 

“Border Force needs to be given 
all the necessary equipment, 
including vessels, to enable it to 
carry out its responsibilities effec¬ 
tively. 

“The number of Border Force 
vessels in operation appears to be 
worryinglylow. 

“Royal Navy vessels should be 
made available to Border Force to 
make up for shortfalls, where 
necessary.” 

The committee also endorsed 
comments made by Theresa May 
and French president Francois 
Hollande at a meeting last month, 
where the heads of state agreed a 
border agreement between the two 


countries should remain in force. 

“Since the EU Referendum, there 
have been reports of some politicians 
in France calling for the trilateral Le 
Touquet agreement on juxtaposed 
borders to end, and for the UK border 
to be moved back from Calais and 
other Channel ports to the Kent coast. 

“Such comments are unproductive 
and are likely to encourage more 
migrants to travel to Calais. 

“There are clear advantages to the 
UK from a facility that allows UK 
authorities to identify and carry out 
security checks on travellers, and 
examine passenger and freight 
vehicles, on the continental side of the 
Channel. 

“We believe the arrangements for 
juxtaposed borders and the co-oper¬ 
ation which exists between police 
and border agencies on both sides of 
the Channel must continue. 

“This is not just in the interests of 
the UK, but also France. 

“Those involved in terrorism and 
criminal gangs do not respect 
borders and both countries need to 
be vigilant in confronting these 
ever-present threats. 

“Maintaining the Le Touquet 
agreement should be acknowledged 
as a priority for the UK government.’ ’ 



HELP: KCC has a responsibility for unaccompanied asylum seeking 
children entering the UK via the county 


for the compassion and kindness they have 
been shown in their new communities.” 

Kent has certainly not been backward in 
coming forward in terms of providing real as¬ 
sistance to refugees and asylum seekers. As the 
frontline for so many entering the country 
through the ports, the county has found itself 
legally obliged to support hundreds of unac¬ 
companied asylum seeker children - who do not 


fall under the statistics in this latest report. 

KCC leader Paul Carter added: “Kent is one of 
just three authorities picked out for particular 
praise by the Local Government Chronicle 
[weekly magazine for local government officers] 
for helping hundreds of vulnerable refugees. 

“All districts across the county have risen to 
the challenge and expressed their willingness 
to accept Syrian families in need. 


“Some districts, including Tunbridge Wells, 
Ashford, Tonbridge and Dover already have 
families living in their areas and, so far, Kent 
districts have committed to accepting around 
130 families over the next five years. 

“KCC, health and other partners, will be sup¬ 
porting district councils to provide for these 
families who may need school places, have 
health or social care needs or need language 


support. 

“In addition to the Syrian families, we are 
also helping a high number of vulnerable unac¬ 
companied asylum seeking children. 

“Kent, more than any other local authority, 
has taken much more than its fair share of re¬ 
sponsibility for the unprecedented influx of vul¬ 
nerable young people, which number around 

Continued on page 16 
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Brands Hatch 

is on your doorstep 


Visit our rehoming centre 
to meet your new best friend 


Eynsford 
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‘JUNGLE 9 COURT RULING 



HUNT: Those seeking refuge here have been forced to flee their homes 


840 under-18s and more than 500 
now over the age of 18. 

“We are currently working with the 
government and other local authori¬ 
ties to ensure there is a fairer dispersal 
of these children and young people 
across the UK. 

“People across Kent have been 
touched by the migrant crisis and, 
over the past year we have been inun¬ 
dated with offers of help and support 
for refugee families and the unaccom¬ 
panied asylum seeking children.” 

Cllr Carter’s sentiments were echoed 
by an independent county-based char¬ 
ity that provides help and support to 
asylum seekers and refugees, includ¬ 
ing minors who have arrived unac¬ 
companied by an adult. 

Ann Whitbourn, chair of Kent Refu¬ 
gee Action Network (KRAN), told us: 
“Kent County Council and all its dis¬ 
trict councils have been the main pro¬ 
viders of support and services to refu¬ 
gee and asylum seekers over the last 
year and are at saturation point. 

“So it is only fair that other bor¬ 
oughs share the responsibility and 
start pulling their weight in offering 
support to this vulnerable group of 
people. 

“With the government pledge comes 
a commitment to ensure these people 
are given the best possible advice and 
support, and we hope that other bor¬ 
oughs can learn from the great work 
that is being done in Kent to ensure 
that refugee and asylum seekers can 
live fulfilled, independent and success¬ 
ful lives in our communities.” 

Many of the thousands in the Calais 
‘jungle’ - the camp set up in the French 
port where migrants and asylum seek¬ 
ers gather ahead of attempts to enter 
the UK - are children with family 


members in the UK or other ties to the 
country. 

MPs say it is clear that many people 
in these camps are entitled to humani¬ 
tarian protection or refugee status, 
and that their claims should be proc¬ 
essed in the UK. 

“Much more could and should be 
done through family reunion and ac¬ 
cepting unaccompanied children, in¬ 
cluding increased use of safe and legal 
migration routes,” they said. 

While the committee warned that 


allowing unaccompanied children to 
join family members already in the UK 
might result in more vulnerable young 
people making dangerous journeys to 
try to reach the UK, it agreed with 
comments made by the Bishop of Dur¬ 
ham that the 157 unaccompanied 
children now in Calais who have fam¬ 
ily members in the UK “should already 
have arrived” in the UK. 

It said the government should as a 
one-off accept all of these children into 
the UK now. 



The Home Office has won 
its appeal against a 
landmark ruling allowing 
four Syrian refugees living 
in the “jungle” camp in 
Calais to come to Britain. 

An immigration judge 
ruled in January that the 
three teenagers and 
26 -year-old man with mental 
health problems should be 
brought immediately to the UK 
and reunited with their families. 

But while the Home Office is 
not seeking to deport the four 
Syrians, it appealed against the 
ruling because it feared it could 
set a legal precedent and 
undermine Britain’s control over 
its borders. 

All four have been reunited 
with their families in various 
parts of the UK, two of them 
have been granted refugee 
status in Britain while the other 
two are still waiting for a 
decision to be made. 

George Gabriel from Citizens 
UK, the charity that has repre¬ 


sented the children, 
warned the ruling will lead to 
further delays and refugee 
children will be driven into the 
hands of people smugglers. 

Under a law called Dublin III, 
asylum claims must be made in 
the first country the person 
reaches, but a child refugee can 
have their claim transferred to 
another country if they have 
relatives lawfully living there. 

But lawyers for the Syrians 
argued the regulation was not 
working as not a single child 
had been brought to the UK from 
the Calais camp under the rule 
because of bureaucratic failings 
in France. 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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THIS WEEKS INSTORE DEALS 



Located in the former Barretts 
Digital World building 


Wincheap Industrial Estate, 17 Maynard Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RH | Monday - Saturday 9:00arm-6:00pnn Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm 

CSSS) B (Belling) AEG SAMSUNG Blomberg SONY k' fT5H SIEMENS ®eff BOSCH Panasonic @1X3 [■SBE* 


V AEG SAMSUNG Blomberg SONY k;fT5H SIEMENS (~)eff BOSCH Panasonic 

*T&C’s apply. Selected models only. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. 

Delivery & Installation charges may apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be subject to change. See in store for full details. 


* By customer redemption 
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Centre left 
party to rise 
from ashes 
of the chaos? 


Believe the Whitehall rumour mill of 
Lib Dem and Labour deals and a new 
party could emerge. But would it work? 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


S UGGESTIONS that Conserv¬ 
ative members concerned 
about the future of the party 
could switch allegiance to a 
breakaway centre-left oppo¬ 
sition have been rubbished. 

Liberal Democrat campaigner 
Lynne Beaumont, a former Shepway 
councillor and candidate during last 
year’s general election in Folkestone 
and Hythe, says she would “not be at 
all surprised” to see a new political 
party emerge in the coming months. 

It comes following weeks of clash¬ 
ing within the Labour party with re¬ 
gards to the polarising figure of Jere¬ 
my Corbyn, who is facing a leadership 
challenge but widely expected to re¬ 
main at the head of the party. 

A growing perception is that Mr 
Corbyn’s far-left politics leave the 
modern Labour voter, traditionally 
the Conservatives’ primary national 
opposition, isolated and without a 
strong alternative. 

Following a car-crash general elec¬ 
tion in 2015, the Lib Dems appear in 


no fit state to mount a challenge to 
the Tory throne next time we head to 
the polls, and so members within the 
party, including current and former 
leaders Tim Farron and Lord Paddy 
Ashdown have refused to rule out the 
possibility of the two parties merging. 

And with the Conservative party 
also somewhat split in terms of how 
they voted in the EU Referendum [in 
Kent, ten opted to remain and six chose 
to leave], Mrs Beaumont believes some 
Tory members could be tempted to de¬ 
fect to a realigned opposition. 

“People are talking to people, cer¬ 
tainly,” she told KoS. 

“Corbyn will completely split the 
Labour party in half and you then 
wonder what they’re going to do be¬ 
cause there’s no way back to the old 
party. 

“The Lib Dems have always been 
there, left-of-centre, and I would not 
be at all surprised if there will be a 
new party on the horizon. 

“It will be interesting and fascinat¬ 
ing if there are Tories who will come 
the same way, because at the moment 
everybody seems to be wanting 
change.” 

However, Conservatives in Kent 



CONVINCED: Lynne Beaumont believes new party could be viable 



Choose Labour's next 

Prime Minister 


LEADERSHIP 


2016 




BATTLE : Jeremy Corbyn and Owen Smith are fighting it out for the very future of the Labour party 


have come out and slammed such 
suggestions, insisting their loyalties 
remain truly blue. 

Dover MP Charlie Elphicke voted 
Remain but has no intention, nor has 
he heard any rumblings, of defections 
from the party. 

“After the last general election eve¬ 
ryone understands their desire to 
make a recovery but to me this does 
not seem a practical solution,” he told 
KoS. 

“If they think the Conservatives 
are going to switch to another party 
they are completely deluded. 

“I’m proud Theresa May is our 
prime minister and I’m a passionate 
believer in building a better Britain.” 

Whether such a party materialises 
or not, Mrs Beaumont is keen to stress 
the importance of having a cohesive 
opposition to the Conservatives, with 
local MPs, particularly Damian Col¬ 
lins in Shepway, appearing to lose the 
support of constituents over his back¬ 
ing of a lorry park for Operation Stack 
and a garden town in Otterpool. 

“It’s absolutely vital to have a 
strong opposition,” she said. 

“When you don’t have that the To¬ 
ries will just do what they want to do, 
so we need someone who can stand 
up to strong scrutiny, it’s just about 
offering alternatives.” 

The Remain camp during the refer¬ 
endum appeared to unite members 
from each of the Conservatives, La¬ 
bour and Lib Dems, and following the 
Brexit vote, there appeared to be 
hints of a slight Lib Dem revival, the 
scale of which in Kent, Mrs Beaumont 
revealed, has been massive. 

“We’ve had a huge surge in mem¬ 
bers since the referendum,” she said. 

“We had a ‘welcoming new mem¬ 
bers’ meeting recently which was fas¬ 
cinating hearing people saying they 
were ashamed to have voted Tory just 
to stop the Ukip rise. 

“These are intelligent people who 
have sat down and thought about 
who is representing them and what 
they want.” 

Tristan Osborne, Medway council¬ 
lor and Labour’s candidate for police 
and crime commissioner, is backing 
Owen Smith, rather than Mr Corbyn 
in the leadership race, but doesn’t be¬ 
lieve a breakaway party will, or 
should, bear fruit. 

“There have been mutterings 
among members wondering what a 


Corbyn victory would mean but I 
have heard no concrete plans for it. 

“A lot of people are realistic be¬ 
cause split parties like the SDP [Social 
Democratic Party] have proved disas¬ 
trous and in my mind I can’t foresee a 
split happening. 

“There is a worry that if Corbyn 
wins, the party will haemorrhage 
support, and then where that would 
put us, I don’t know.” 

However, Cllr Osborne believes the 
race for leadership will be far closer 
than the polls currently predict and 
the more centre-leaning Smith could 
yet spring a surprise victory. 

“I know of a lot of members in Med¬ 
way that are starting to change their 
mind and we’ve had one or two high 
profile moves towards supporting 
Smith. 

“If the election was today, Corbyn 
would win, no doubt, but he is losing 
support and there’s still time left in 
the race. 

“The strategy for us is to gain more 
of a presence in Kent locally but we 
need a leader that resonates nation¬ 
ally because if you don’t have that 
you’re not going to win and if we 
don’t win marginal seats in this 
county it doesn’t bode well. 

“We want a general election as 
soon as possible because Theresa May 
doesn’t have a mandate and we be¬ 
lieve there is always a chance for La¬ 
bour when people are disillusioned 
with the Tories.” 


Many, including South Thanet’s 
Conservative MP Craig Mackinlay, 
have said the reason for Ukip’s exist¬ 
ence has now gone, after achieving 
their primary aim of masterminding 
an exit from the EU. 

Indeed without an MP or indeed a 
leader following the resignation of Mr 
Mackinlay’s former election rival, 
and Westerham resident Nigel Farage 
last month, one could make a case for 
Ukip’s race being well and truly run. 

Cllr Osborne, however, is refusing 
to take anything for granted and in¬ 
sists the purple party remain a sig¬ 
nificant threat, particularly in Kent, 
where they are the main opposition 
on the county council and in fact 
gained a Labour seat in a by-election 
in Ashford on Thursday. 

“A lot of people will vote for them as 
a protest, which is not just the case 
here, we’ve seen it across Europe and 
in the US as well with Donald Trump 
winning support. 

“There are anti-establishment an¬ 
gry voters and I think Ukip will al¬ 
ways have a share for people who put 
their finger up to the system. 

“The Lib Dems won most of those 
pre-2010 but now Ukip is seen as the 
second biggest party in Kent and they 
are absolutely a threat and we 
shouldn’t write them off in a million 
years. 

“We need to be making a marked 
improvement to overcome them as 
well as the Tories.” 



IDEAS : Paddy Ashdown is understood to be involved in talks 
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Ready for Rio? Stars set for glory 


After all the talk, Brazil’s Olympic Games was opened on 
Friday night. Tom Pyman looks at county’s athletic hopefuls 



FESTIVAL : Brazilian Rico de Souza celebrates with the crowd as he 
prepares to surf with the Olympic torch at Macumba beach. It finally reached 
the Olympic Stadium in Rio on Friday night with a spectacular opening 
ceremony, heralding the official start of the Games - the first since London 
hosted in 2012. 


A S the greatest show on 
earth kicked off with the 
traditional opening cer¬ 
emony on Friday, atten¬ 
tion now turns to our 
representatives in Brazil, hoping to 
bring medals back to Kent from the 
Olympic Games. 

The hockey is already well under¬ 
way, as the men’s side, containing the 
likes of Ashley Jackson, Nic Catlin, 
Dan Fox, Iain Lewers, Barry Middle- 
ton, Sam Ward and George Pinner, 
took on Belgium on Saturday. 

The ladies, meanwhile, faced Aus¬ 
tralia, with a squad that features Su¬ 
sannah Townsend, Sam Quek, Nicola 
White, Shona McCallin and Maddie 
Hinch. 

Throughout the week, the men’s 
team will face New Zealand, Brazil, 
Australia and Spain, while the wom¬ 
en will face up against India, Argen¬ 
tina, Japan and USA. 

The quarter-finals, should Team 
GB make it through the group, begin 
next Sunday and Monday (August 14 
and 15). 

Ashford-born Tom Ransley, who 
won a bronze in the men’s eight in 
2012, will look to make a march on 
the medal places with the rowing 
team, who also began their quest for 
glory on Saturday. 


Ransley is in action in the men’s 
eight heats tomorrow (Monday) with 
ambitions of reaching the final on 
Saturday. 

Tunbridge Wells’ Bryony Shaw and 
Sophie Ainsworth of Ashford will 
also be in action on Monday in the 
sailing while Chatham trampolinist 
Kat Driscoll has a few days to prepare 
before her event on Friday, where she 


will be looking to make amends for 
2012 when she came agonisingly 
close to making the finals. 

The starting gun in the athletics is 
also not fired until Friday, and it will 
be well into the next week when star 
names like Adam Gemili and Dina 
Asher-Smith make their way to the 
track with expectation weighing 
heavily on their shoulders. 


KATE TARGETS PENTATHLON JOY 


Sports fans have a little longer to 
wait until the athletics action gets 
under way, but that may well be a 
blessing for Meopham’s Kate 
French, who has a little bit of extra 
time to prepare herself and make 
sure she is in tip-top condition for 
one of the most challenging 
disciplines at the Games. 

The pentathlon consists of five, 
well-varied events, namely fencing, 
swimming, horse riding and a 
combined run/shoot and French 
has impressed with her versatility 
whenever she has been in action 
since bursting onto the scene as a 
teenager. 

As a youngster, she got involved 
initially through Pony Club and 
doing Tetrathlons [riding, shooting, 
swimming, and running] and the 
Biathlon [running and swimming] 
at Cobham Hall school, which she 
left in 2009. 

Great Britain have won nine 
medals at the last four World 
Championships, with French 
herself bagging two silver in 2014, 
so hopes are high that the 25-year- 
old can join an impressive list of 
achievements in this fascinating 
field as she prepares to make her 
Olympic debut. 

Last year, she won a gold medal 



in the team event competing 
alongside Samantha Murray and 
Freyja Prentice as well as a strong 
eighth-placed finish in the indi¬ 
vidual event at the European 
Championships. 

French secured her place at the 
2016 Games with a strong perform¬ 
ance in Moscow before being 
officially selected for the team in 
June. 

Outside competing, French has 
studied for a degree from the 
University of Bath, where she also 
trains throughout the year. 
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FOX-PITT SADDLES UP FOR SUCCESS 


William Fox-Pitt has declared 
himself “very ready” for the Rio 
Olympics - just nine months after a 
horror cross-country fall left him 
seriously injured. 

An incident at the World Young 
Horse Championships in Le Lion 

i d’Angers, France, saw him taken to 
hospital after suffering head 
trauma, and then being placed in 
an induced coma as he faced a 
long recovery. 

_ But the former world number 
I one eventer, who was educated at 
® Wellesley House School in 
K Broadstairs, never lost sight of 
I getting in the team for Rio, and will 
F achieve that aim next weekend 
jj when he lines up alongside 
9 colleagues Pippa Funnell, Gemma 
k Tattersall and Kitty King. 

-J “I always thought I would come 
I to Rio, but I don’t think anyone else 
I did,” Fox-Pitt said. 

‘ 'I have always had that drive, 

9 and I certainly feel very ready for it 


and looking forward to getting on 
with it. I have had amazing 
professional help, both physically 
and mentally, and I can’t be 
grateful enough for that. 

‘ 'I have been so lucky with my 
type of head injury. Mine has 
recovered in good time, and my 
family have been so supportive, 
really helping put me back to the 
way I am. 

‘ 'I didn’t ride for six months - it 
was on the back-burner. 

‘ 'I have no recollection of the 
accident at all, so I have no fear. But 
I have had to sharpen myself up, 
and a lot of people have helped me 
do that. 

‘ 'I started competing again in 
April, but when you have had a 
head injury, you lose all sense of 
adrenaline. I have always had 
adrenaline, but I just had nothing. It 
felt like I was schooling a horse at 
home, so I’ve had to understand 
that that is normal.” 


UMPIRE AIMS TO KEEP CONTROL AMID HEAT OF RIO ACTION 


fl Perhaps some of the forgotten stars 
I at the Games are the officials, and 
the county is also represented in 
^ this field by Andy Mair from 
Westgate-on-Sea, near Margate. 

The hockey umpire is set to work 
at his third Olympics having 
started officiating domestically in 


1990 before rising through the 
international ranks. “I had been 
umpiring local school matches 
while I was still playing for 
Canterbury in the National League, 
and it was suggested that I could 
be more likely to represent my 
country with a whistle than the 


goalkeeping kit on,” he told KoS. 
“It’s always a strange time in the 
days leading up to a major 
tournament as we have a number 
of meetings to attend, in an effort to 
prepare the entire umpiring team. 
We will be itching to get the 
matches started soon and begin 


doing what we are here for. “This is 
obviously the top for any sports¬ 
man that is playing in an Olympic 
recognised sport, and that feel 
rubs off on all of the officials too. If 
you make it here then you must be 
one of the very best in the world at 
what you do and that’s a great 


feeling for anyone. My family and 
friends probably get more excited ^ 
about me being here than I do. 

Within the hockey fraternity it is 
always amazing how many people 
recognise that we are going to an 
Olympic Games and go out of their 
way to give their congratulations.” 




SAIL: Bryony Shaw will be in action on the water in the sailing event tomorrow (Monday) as she starts her quest for glory 


GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


4-day Coach Trip 
to Ilfracombe £166 

The jewel in the north Devon coastline with its stunning harbour and old 
world charm. Along the Quay the restaurants, cafes, tea gardens and pubs 
give it a vibrant ‘continental’ feel...Now you can have a wonderful 4-day 
coach break here for just £166... 

Full details... 

DAY 1: A leisurely drive down to Devon - arriving 
at the hotel late afternoon with time to settle-in 
before dinner. 

DAY 2: After breakfast we have a trip to the pretty 
village of Appledore and then on to the historic 
market town of Barnstaple. 

DAY 3: Day out - across Exmoor National Park 
stopping at the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth. A unique water operated cliff railway 
dating back to 1890 joins the village of Lynton to its sister village of Lynmouth, 500ft below. 
The railway is a listed monument and is one of the area’s most popular tourist attractions. A 
return ticket is included so you can visit both pretty places and enjoy a fabulous view 
in-between. 

DAY 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty breakfast to 
see us on our way 

Palm Court Hotel Ilfracombe 

Ideally situated to explore Ilfracombe. The famous Tunnels 
Beaches are just 1 minute walk away and the Landmark 
Theatre and seafront are just a short 5 minute walk. This 
family run Hotel offers good food, regular evening 
entertainment and bright, well equipped ensuite guest rooms 

This trip departs on Friday 23rd September £166 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 

shown. Single Supp £19 

FREE for you! Complimentary Devon Cream Tea included 

Call to book or book online: GBT0URS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Dover - 
Folkestone - Ashford - Maidstone - 
and then to Ilfracombe 
No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 
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Messages for a golden moment 

The Royal Mail’s 2012 tribute of painting a postbox gold in the home town of Olympic champions was 
such a hit, there are plans afoot to provide a twist on the theme for those competing at Rio this year 


By Simon Allin 

simon.allin@archant.co.uk 


A CARPENTER has put his 
skills to use to help rally 
the public around the 
county’s Olympians as 
the nation gears up for 

Rio 2016. 

With the opening ceremony of the 
Games taking place on Friday night 
into the early hours of Saturday 
morning, Terry Malone plans to cre¬ 
ate golden postboxes for medallists at 
this year’s event, giving local com¬ 
munities the chance to send their 
congratulations and messages of sup¬ 
port to successful athletes. 

In 2012, more than 100 postboxes 
in the hometowns of gold medal-win¬ 
ners were painted gold to celebrate 
every Team GB gold medal won dur¬ 
ing the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. 

Organised by the Royal Mail, it was 
a special one-off tribute to celebrate 
success in the year the nation hosted 
the greatest sporting event on Earth. 

But when Sevenoaks-born Lizzy 
Yarnold won gold during the Winter 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia, in 2014, 
Royal Mail refused to revive its 2012 
tribute - so West Kingsdown-based 
Mr Malone decided to come up with 


one of his own. 

He created the gold box which then 
toured schools and businesses for 
people to post messages to the skele¬ 
ton winner. 

He told Kent on Sunday: “It has got 
people involved in that they can cele¬ 
brate a victory, and we are going to 
open it up to the whole of Kent. 

“They are wooden postboxes which 
we paint gold. The idea being that 
when an athlete in Kent wins gold I 
will get in touch with the council or 
their old school and they can do what 
they want with it. 

“We make post boxes for weddings 
for people to deliver messges to the 
happy couple. I said, well I could spray 
one gold, and it went from there. 

“They will tour the schools in the 
area and will be at the victory parade 
full of cards and well wishes. 

“The children can post a message 
and know it will get to the athlete.” 

And it proved a huge hit when West 
Kingsdown’s Lizzy Yarnold tri¬ 
umphed two years ago. 

“They are popular with schools 
and businesses. At the school, it was a 
great hit - children were writing a 
card and posting it, and we presented 
it to Lizzy at her victory parade. 

“Children come up and see the 
postboxes, and they remember when 
they made a card and posted it.” 



WINNERS: West Kingsdown duo Terry Malone and Olympic champion 
Lizzy Yarnold with her special golden postbox 


Kent has a number of medal hope- Green from Maidstone, Tom Bos- 
fuls in the 2016 Olympics, including worth from Sevenoaks, Brian Shaw 
Adam Gemili from Dartford, Jack from Tunbridge Wells and Dina Ash- 


er-Smith from Orpington. 

Mr Malone has been making post- 
boxes since he designed one for his 
own wedding, creating an original 
and then using a template for subse¬ 
quent ones. 

“They are all hand made and quite 
a lot of time goes into them,” he ex¬ 
plained, adding that people are al¬ 
ready showing an interest in his 
scheme. “There has been a lot going 
on on Twitter and Facebook. People 
remember the postbox for Lizzy,” Mr 
Malone said. 

“I think we have got a few hopefuls, 
and anything can happen. I think we 
have more chance in the Paralym¬ 
pics. 

“Even if we have got a favourite in a 
sport, it is never that simple. I have 
got a list of people and I keep an eye 
on them.” 

Lizzy Yarnold did not go without lo¬ 
cal recogntion, however. 

Her homecoming saw an open-top 
bus parade through the district, visit¬ 
ing local schools en route, while a lo¬ 
cal bus firm turned one of the vehicles 
gold as a special tribute to the Olym¬ 
pic champion. 

When Kelly Holmes won her dou¬ 
ble gold at Athens in 2004, traffic in 
her home town of Tonbridge came to 
a halt as thousands flocked to see the 
Hildenborough athlete. 



WANT TO 
MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
TO A CHILD’S 
LIFE? 

Train towards becoming a 
child counsellor with Place2Be 

Place2Be’s Level 3 Certificate* gives you the opportunity to develop 
your counselling and therapeutic play skills for working with 
children and young people. 

Our training is: 

- Practical: drawing on our 22 years’ experience of working in schools 

- Accredited by the Counselling and Psychotherapy Central Awarding 
Body (CPCAB) 

- A rewarding experience: graduates can access a clinical placement 
in a Place2Be school gaining meaningful experience of working with 
children and young people 

- Weekly training will take place in Thanet every Friday for 15 weeks 
starting 7 October 2016 



To find out more visit www.place2be.org.uk/level3 or call us on 020 7923 5558 
*Successful applicants must have completed a Level 2 Award or equivalent 
qualification and will need to attend Place2Be Taster Day. 


Registered charity numbers 1040756 and SC038649 
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WIN! Tickets to see 
Bryan Adams show 



Canadian rocker plays Canterbury’s Spitfire Ground next 
Saturday - and you can be there thanks to our competition 



LEGEND: He’s had hits since the 1980s; can you afford to miss him? 


H E’s rocked the world for 
more than 30 years and 
can still fill arenas - and 
for the first time ever 
Bryan Adams is playing 
a hits-heavy set in Kent. 

The Canadian superstar is per¬ 
forming at the Spitfire Ground - home 
of Kent County Cricket Club - in Can¬ 
terbury on Saturday, August 13 - and 
you can be there in the premium sec¬ 
tion by taking part in our great com¬ 
petition. 

We have teamed up with organis¬ 
ers to offer a pair of platinum tickets 
to three lucky readers. 

Performing as part of his European 
Get Up tour, the singer-songwriter, 
who has sold over 100 million al¬ 
bums and holds the record for the 
longest consecutive weeks at number 
one for his hit, (Everything I Do) I Do 
It For You, from the soundtrack of the 
Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves movie 
in 1991, will play his biggest hits at 
the Canterbury show. 

They’ll include the likes of Run To 
You, Can’t Stop This Thing We Start¬ 
ed, Summer of 69 and Heaven. 

Bryan Adams said “The Get Up Tour 


is shaping up to be a fantastic summer. 
We have seen such a great response 
from fans that we wanted to play as 
many places as possible, which is why 
I am delighted to now announce the 
Canterbury concert. We’ll be rocking 
the stage with songs from the new al¬ 
bum and of course there’ll be some of 
the old favourites, too.” 

And don’t worry if you’re not one of 
the lucky winners, tickets for the 
show are still available from www. 
ticketmaster.co.uk and www. sky. 
com/tickets. 

To be in with a chance of winning a 
pair of platinum tickets - each ticket 
worth £65 and getting you the best 
view in the house - simply answer the 
following question. But be quick...the 
deadline for entry is 11.59pm on the 
evening of Tuesday (August 9). 

0. From what film did the mon¬ 
ster Bryan Adams hit (Everything 
I Do) I Do It For You appear in? 

A. Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves 

B. Star Wars: The Phantom Menace 

C. Herbie Goes Bananas 

Terms and conditions: 

To enter text KENT followed by 
BRYAN and your answer then your 



first name, surname and email ad¬ 
dress to 63333, eg. KENTBRYAN C 
JOHN SMITH johnsmith@email, 
com. Texts cost 50p plus standard 
network rates. Winners will be se¬ 
lected from all correct entries. The 
promoter's decision is final. Usual 
terms and conditions apply. Entries 
received after the closing date will 
not be counted, but you may still be 
charged. Alternatively enter by post 
to KentBryan Competition, Archant 
KOS Media, Kent House, Station 


Road, Ashford, TN23 1PP, including 
your name, address, postcode and 
contact telephone number. 

By entering this competition you 
will automatically be subscribed to 
receive news and offers from Arch¬ 


ant. If you do not wish to receive de¬ 
tails of any other products or servic¬ 
es, please text EXIT at the end of 
your message. Service Provider: 
fMedia UK Limited, SW4 7BX. Tel: 
0207 720 7130 


Summer Fun at Millbrook... 
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MillbrooK 

growing your garden 


Book online at www.millbrookgc.co.uk 

Millbrook Gravesend Station Road, 

Southfleet, Gravesend, Kent. DAI 3 9PA 

01474 331135 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending August 7,2016 23 






Skintight: 
The art of a 
face painter 

Simon Allin speaks to a talented artist 
who has made her reputation with a 
range of remarkable works of art using 
the naked body as her unusual canvas 


A BODY artist is swap¬ 
ping the naked form for 
just the face in a new 
book designed to help 
everyone learn face 
painting skills and styles. 

Liz Bylett, 52, from Meopham, 
near Gravesend, has worked on dec¬ 
orating the human for more 25 
years, and has developed a reputa¬ 
tion as one of the nation’s finest face 
and body painters. 

Now, having collected numerous 
awards, and carrying out demon¬ 
strations across the world - includ¬ 
ing a host of celebrity clients - she is 
hoping our love of face painting will 
help swell sales of her new book. 

The Face Painters’ Blueprint, 
which is out now, aims to put the 



IDENTITY: National colours 


skills so often seen on show at fetes 
and festivals, into the hands of every¬ 
one. 

The mother-of-three also has a 
body painting workshop, The Living 
Art Show, which she plans to run at 
the Maui Waui festival, in Suffolk, in 
September this year. 

She explained: “I started face 
painting about 28 years ago and it 
was sort of a natural progression to 
extend it to the body. 

“I just started art at school. I did a 
little bit in adult education, and I 
have always been very creative. 

“I have taught many people at my 
own training school, and I also go 
into colleges and teach teachers.” 

With a teaching background, whe 
taught at the University of the South 
Bank for five years before setting up 
her own training school. Mrs Bylett’s 
company, Follies, holds regular 
courses at studios in Kent and Lon¬ 
don, covering face painting, body 
painting, creative and festival make 
up, eye designs, special effects, ultra¬ 
violet and henna. 

“We do a lot of promotions and 
work for charity, and then we do 
more fantasy pieces,” she said. 

“So the inspiration could come 
from an artist - more fine art, like 
the old masters. 

“I like to travel as well, so I get in¬ 
spired by that. I was recently in Ha¬ 
waii, in the jungle, and when I came 
back I did a beautiful piece based on 
that. 

“It is nice to create something for 
the person. Sometimes they have 
something they want to express and 
we can bring that out - their alter 
ego, perhaps, something like that.” 

She works at everything from pri¬ 
vate events - where she can do both 
face and body works - to parties, 
sporting events to film premieres. 

Mrs Bylett says the increasing 
popularity of body painting is linked 
to the rise in the number of people 
attending festvals where young and 
old alike can be seen sporting ex¬ 
travagant designs. 

Her body painting workshop will 
feature at the Maui Waui festival, 
which runs from September 2 to 4 in 
Suffolk. 

“There will be artists and models 
from all over the UK and we will be 
having an ultraviolet party in the 
evening,” she said. “I think it is go¬ 
ing to be quite crazy.” 

Body painting gives the impres¬ 
sion the model is clothed when, in 
fact, the body is simply decorated. 
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de tor guests on 
deal wardrobe 


W HEN it comes to 

getting dressed up for a 
wedding, there are so 
many ‘rules’ to follow 
that most end up being a sea of men 
in boring grey suits and women in 
humdrum floral frocks. 

But unless you’re at an ultra-con¬ 
servative church do, most of this so- 
called protocol is outdated, and actu¬ 
ally, pushing the boundaries can pay 
off style-wise, helping you stand out 
from the play-it-safe crowd. 

Here’s how to (tastefully) break the 
rules this wedding season... 

BE THE BLACK SHEEP 

The rule: Don’t wear black 
If your everyday wardrobe consists 
of black, black and more black, don’t 
think you have to abandon your go¬ 
to hue for someone else’s big day - but 
remember that wearing it head-to- 
toe in a church is going to look decid¬ 
edly funereal. 

Instead, look for a dress that breaks 
up the expanse of black with a print 
or texture - lace is ideal - and add in¬ 
tensely coloured accessories to lift the 
look. 

FLASH A LITTLE FLESH 

The rule: Never wear a crop top 


The crucial word here is ‘little’; a V- 
neck halter crop top and mini skirt 
are going to attract stares for all the 
wrong reasons, but a tiny sliver of 
midriff is acceptable. 

That sliver shouldn’t include your 
belly button, however - pair high- 
waisted trousers, a pencil or full prom 
skirt (no shorter than knee-length) 
with a crop top in a structured fabric, 
like jacquard. 

There are lots of matching co-ords 
in the shops at the moment that are 
the perfect proportions, thereby tak¬ 
ing out the suitability guesswork. 

BE RED-Y FOR ANYTHING 

The rule: Don’t wear red 
Red used to signify vampish and 
vulgar, but as long as you don’t turn 
up in a thigh-slit Jessica Rabbit-esque 
number, you needn’t worry. 

A pretty red lace or modern 
minimalist dress is totally wed- 
ding-appropriate, especially 
when teamed with more tradi¬ 
tional floral footwear. It’s all 
about balance. 

PLAY YOUR STRONG SUIT 

The rule: It has to be a dress 
‘I’ve got to get a dress for a wed¬ 
ding’, we so often whine, but why not 


use the occasion to step out of your 
comfort zone and try a suit? 

Tailoring is having a huge fashion 
moment, so the shops are full of gor¬ 
geous floral and pastel two-pieces 
that you can jazz up with jewellery 
and heels. 

The other advantage of a suit is that 
you’ll get more post-wedding wear 
out of the separates, unlike the glitzy 
gowns that mostly hang unworn in 
our wardrobes for months (years, 
even) after the big day. 

WAVE THE WHITE FLAG 

The rule: Don’t wear white 

It’s the most contentious etiquette 
question of all; is it ever OK for a guest 
to wear white to a wedding? 

Modern manners dictate that you 
can, but with caution. 

The key is that it can’t look brid¬ 
al in any way, so steer well 
\ clear of frothy all-white 
looks, in favour of sharp 
modern cuts and prints. 
Use the 50/50 rule (no more 
than half of the outfit should be 
white), and make sure you in¬ 
clude a bright jack¬ 
et or scarf in the 
mix. 



(Robert Jdmes JeiveCCers 

( ES C T: 1985 



Specialists in bespoke wedding rings, 
handmade jewellery, remodelling and repairs. 
Robert is a fully qualified goldsmith with a 
workshop built within the premises. 

This bespoke service allows you to have full 
control from the initial design to the 
finished product. 


Tel: 01689 832 628 
Email: Info@rjjewellers.co.uk 
Web: Rjjewellers.co.uk 


31 Chatsworth Parade, Queensway, PettsWood, Kent, BR5 IDE 
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Your wedding day at 


Oakwood House 




A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree lined gardens offering experienced staff, elegant rooms, 
exquisite menus and guest accommodation 

Oakwood House is simply the ideal venue for your wedding. 


• A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to help you 
plan your dream day 

• Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning 

• Ceremony and reception suites available for intimate and 
large parties of up to 230 guests 

...for weddings as individual as you 


Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities 
40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available for 
you and your guests 

Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic 
opportunities 


Prime dates for 2016 still available with fantastic Late Availability Discounts and Packages on offer. 
Enquire now or visit us to find out more 


Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AE 
t: 01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w: oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 
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by the sea 


Enjoy your special day & have your 
wedding ceremony by the sea 


Thorley Taverns have dedicated & experienced 
people in place to guide you through all of the 
necessary arrangements ensuring your 
Wedding Day is tailored to your dreams. 

Call your venue of choice for more details 
or visit www.thanetweddingvenues.co.uk 

The Pavillion, Harbour Street, Broadstairs 

01843 600 999 

www. pa vi 11 ion-broadsta irs.co.uk 

The Peqwell Bay Hotel, Peqwell Road, Ramsqate 

01843 599 590 

www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk 

The Oak Hotel, Harbour Parade, Ramsgate 

01843 583 686 

www.oakhotel.co.uk 


THORLEY TAVERN S 

www.thaneweddingvenues.co.uk 
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Float to your honeymoon 


heave" 



SEINE: The French capital remains the capital of lovers and with good reason... 


F INDING the perfect honey¬ 
moon location is no easy to 
task; after all, do you want to 
spend that post modern bliss 
locked in adventure, soaking up the 
rays, or simply enjoying one 
another’s company? 

But a timeless classic for lovers 
throughout the centuries and a 
reliable trip to suit most budgets is 
surely Paris. 

Easily accessible courtesy of 
Eurostar - or just a relatively short 
drive after hopping across the 
Channel - there are plenty of 
options. 

It once divided a city by wealth 
and status, and even today visitors 
to the French captial have a 
favoured bank of the Seine; while 
sightseers tend to veer a droite, 
artists and creative types clearly 
keep a gauche. 

Right now, though, the focus of 
activity is the river itself, dubbed the 
city’s 21st arrondissement, where 
buoyant bars bob between bridges 
and dockside cafes are flooded with 
life. 

A new waterborne hotel is also set 
to keep the seasonal tourist industry 
afloat, dispelling the popular myth 
that Paris shuts shop in August. 

Stick close to the water and the 
French capital quickly becomes a 
great option for combining culture, 
fine dining and soaking up urban 
rays. 

And for newly weds, what better 


way to spend a little quality time 
than waking up on the river itself? 

Watching waves lap window 
panes as barges cruise past, has to 
be one of the more novel ways to rise 
and shine in Paris. 

Docked on a section of the river 
between Charles de Gaulle Bridge 
and the Austerlitz viaduct, a 
five-minute walk from the Gare 
d’Austerlitz train station, this 
58-room purpose-built hotel, Off 


Paris Seine, opened at the end of 
June. 

On sunny days, local Parisians 
hang out alongside guests on the 
open-air terrace and a poser’s lap 
pool provides a cooling toe dip if 
temperatures soar. Just make sure 
you pack teeny-weeny swimwear to 
fit in with the beautifully cool crowd 
- or hide your shame behind the 
hotel’s giant gold inflatable duck. 

From 5pm-lam, cocktails and 


tapas are served, although the 
hedonism continues after dark with 
picnicking revellers on the quay, or 
at several party barges on the 
opposite bank. 

Compact rooms have a subtle 
nautical theme, with sand dunes 
rising above beds and light switches 
disguised as a ship’s control desk. A 
gentle articulation in the hull 
simulates a rocking motion, making 
you really feel like you’re sleeping at 


sea. 

But don’t worry - there’s no 
chance of sinking. The hotel’s design 
was masterminded by architects 
Gerard Ronzatti-Seine Design, who 
specialise in floating structures and 
recently designed a floating hospital 
at the port of de la Rapee. 

■ Rooms cost from 160 euros 
per night; breakfast 19 euros. 
Visit offparisseine.com 




Old Lighthouse 

Dungrro**, JCn* i 


Open Bank Holidays and throughout summer - call for details or 
see live news at www.dungenesslighthouse.com 


The Perfect Wedding Venue 

The Old Lighthouse, Dungeness, Romney Marsh, Kent TN29 9NB 
Tel; 01797321300 | email; info@dungenesslighthouse.co.uk 


The Black Horse Puh and Italian Restaurant 


NESTLED BENEATH THE NORTH DOWNS IN THE PICTURESQUE 
VILLAGE OF MONKS HORTON, NEAR SELLINDGE 

Enjoy drinks in our extensive garden or on our decked terrace with views over 
the countryside. We cater for all types of wedding, from hog roasts and 
buffets to formal dining, in relaxing surroundings. 

We also have ample parking for your guests. 

The Black Horse, Fiddling Lane, Monks Horton TN25 6AP | Telephone 01303 812182 
Website www.theblackhorse.uk.com I Email info@theblackhorse.uk.com 




Climb the tower for panoramic 
aspects over the English Channel 
and surrounding countryside. 

Learn how a lighthouse works and 
about the men who used to operate it. 

View the Great Lens and 
the Sector Light. 

Reward yourself or your family with 
a certificate of a successful ascent. 


Adult: £ 4.00 Child: £ 2 . 50 ^ 
Student: £ 3.50 
Concession: £ 3.50 
Family Ticket for £ 12:00 
2 adults and up to 4 children 
(strictly under 16) 

Under 5's go free 


Ramada Dover 

Wedding 

Package 

from 

£ 2995 * 

All Inclusive 

Weddings 



evening bar included until 10pm 


£ 4995 * 



RAMADA 

DOVf R 


Singledge lane, Whitfield, Dover CT16 3EL 

www. ramadad o ve r. co. u k 
Telephone: 01304 872 843 or 01304 821 230 

email: events@ramadadover.co.uk 

*Terms and conditions apply 
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"T WOULD hardly be a wedding 
if there is not at least a little fizz 
being used for the toast. 

And the good news today is 
that you have a far broader range of 
top quality sparking wines to choose 
from to delight both you and your 
guests. 

Because if you’re looking for 
bubbles to dance across the tastebuds 
there are plenty to suit any budget - 
from Champagne to prosecco and 
much more besides. 

Here are just a few worth closer 
inspection. 

CAVA TO COUNT ON 

Offering fruity drinking pleasure 
that achieves a lovely balance 
between freshness and crisp acidity, 
Marques Del Norte Vintage Cava 
Brut 2014, Spain (£7, Asda) comes 
with the stamp of approval from the 
International Wine Challenge (IWC) 
where it won a silver medal. Dry, 
delicious and lots of fun. 

NEW KIWI IN TOWN 

If you love the delicate sweetness of 
prosecco and can’t resist a glass of 
pinot grigio, then you’ll be attracted 
to this fruity fizz made from pinot 
grigio grapes. Try Shorn Fizz, New 
Zealand (£8.75, Oddbins) which has 
pretty notes of pear and yellow apple 
and a refreshing, soft mousse. 

ACE APERITIVO 

It may not have a posh label, but 


TTD Prosecco Conegliano Superiore 
Brut 2015, Italy (£10, Sainsbury’s) is 
one of the best own label proseccos 
and more than delivers with its 
creamy mousse, honeysuckle notes 
and apricot and white peach 
flavours. And you can also celebrate 
summer by making a refreshing 
spritz: three parts prosecco, two 
parts Aperol, one part soda. 


MODERNISTA-STYLE 

Inspired by the architecture of 
Barcelona, Codornieu have deco¬ 
rated this beautiful bottle like a 
stained glass window and with apple 
blossom, pear and citrusy flavours, 
and a richness on the palate, 
Codornieu Cuvee Barcelona, Spain 
(£12.99, Tesco) looks as good as it 
tastes. 


LITTLE LUXURY 

Laithwaites best selling sparkler, 
Roche Lacour 2014, Cremant de 
Limoux AOC, France (£12.49, www. 
laithwaites.co.uk) is a chardonnay- 
based blend from Limoux in 
southern France. Fresh yet rich jpith 
bready aromas and lots of r 
orchard fruits and a touch of lemon, 


it’s delightfully drinkable and 
remarkable value. 

LONGING FOR MORE 

A New World fizz from Australia’s 
most exciting sparkling wine region, 
Jansz Vintage Cuvee 2010, Tasma¬ 
nia, Australia (£21.99, www. 
frazierswine.co.uk) is a blend of 
chardonnay and pinot noir and 


Great Danes Weddings 


Mercure 

The Mercure Maidstone, Great Danes Hotel pride themselves on creating perfect 
wedding days and with their Lavender Wedding Package, they can offer you a perfect 
day at an absolutely perfect price. 

For your big day , you and your guests can enjoy- 

■ Bucks Fizz or Orange Juice Reception Drink • Three Course Wedding Breakfast • Wine with your Meal 
• Sparkling Wine Toast • Evening Reception Finger Buffet 
• Room Hire • Resident DJ and Disco 

All for a fabulous £69.00 per person 

• Add to this the services of an Experienced Wedding Planner, • Free Menu Taste Trial for the couple, 

• Red Carpet Arrival, • Free Overnight Accommodation and Breakfast for the happy couple 
• Fabulous upgrade packages also available (please enquire to find out more) 

Talk to their wedding team today for further details on all their super 
wedding packages or to arrange a venue walk around. 

0844 815 9045 

Csales.mercuremaidstone@jupiterhotels.co.uk 

Minimum numbers apply 
Additional evening guests £15.00 per person 
Additional charges for Civil Ceremony Room Hire applies 
Contact us for full terms and conditions 



Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone ME17 IRE 
T: 0844 815 9045 E: info@mercuremaidstone.co.uk mercuremaidstone.co.uk/weddings 



WEDDINGS 

at 

North Foreland 
Golf Club 

Bloodstain 





ALL INCLUSIVE WEDDING PACKAGE - E4VVS 
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displays all the toasty richness you’d 
expect in a vintage champagne. 
With enticing nutty nuances and a 
full, long, creamy palate, it’s a jazzy 
summer sparkler and a Decanter 
silver medal winner. 


OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

Sparkling riesling is one of 
ny’s best kept secrets and 
you’d be hard pushed to find a more 
delectafie example than Dr Loosen 


Riesling Sekt Extra Dry NV, Germa¬ 
ny (£18, www.thesecretcellar.co.uk) 
from this top-notch producer. With a 
delightful floral bouquet, an elegant 
fruity character with green apple 
and citrus fruits, there’s an underly¬ 
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ing minerality and welcome touch of 
sweetness on the fine, crisp finish. 

CREAM OF THE CROP 

Let’s face it, if you’re going to ' | 

splash out on a bottle of Champagne, 
it may as well be a Decanter Gold 
medal winner. Try Abel Chariot 


Vintage Brut 2005, France (£32, 
Marks & Spencer). Along with the 
palate having “a lovely creamy 
texture with dry apricots and baked 
apple fruits,” it’s also blessed with a 
nutty complexity and a long, 
luxurious finish. 


Weddings at the Channel Suite 



FOLKESTONE 




With stunning views across the Channel, 
the Channel Suite at the Leas Cliff Hall is a 
wonderful wedding venue. 

Everything is here to suit your needs, from elegant 
air-conditioned rooms to professional catering staff 
and an experienced weddings team to ensure every 
last detail of your day is perfect. 

Whether you’re planning a large, lavish wedding, 
a smaller intimate day or a reception party to remember, 
we can make it special. 


call 01303 228606 

email lchfunctions @leasclifhall. co. uk 
www.leascliffhall.co.uk 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending August 7,2016 31 


























rm 


O RGANISING your wedding 
can be a complicated, 
confusing, expensive and 
blood pressure raising 
experience. And top of the list so often 
is the issue of just where exactly to tie 
the knot. 

The good news, is that Kent has 
more than its fair share of venues - 
and to suit every budget. 

Whether it is with close family and 
friends at a registry office event, or 
hiring out a venue to stop guests in 
their tracks, the options are wide and 
varied. 

A great place to start your search 
for the venue which best suits your 
needs is www.akentishceremony.com 
- it provides a comprehensive guide to 
venues and the facilities they offer. 

From the likes of Chiddingstone 
Castle - which has three venues in 
which you can hold the ceremony 
before retiring for a splendid reception 
within its 35 acres - to the artists’ 
beach house in Whitstable for an 
intimate setting with glorious sea 
views. 

Staying with the grand theme, 
what about Westenhanger Castle, a 
splendid discrete venue providing 
space for 300 guests - and the perfect 
venue from which to hop across the 
Channel for your honeymoon? Or 
perhaps Bleak House in Broadstairs 
- where the author Charles Dickens 
once stayed and wrote David Copper- 
field? 

Love motor racing? Then the world 


famous Brands Hatch track now hosts 
ceremonies. If cricket is more your 
thing, then why not soak up the 
history at the home of Kent County 


Cricket Club in Canterbury? 

And with the drink always flowing 
at receptions, why not start early with 
a ceremony at a vineyard such as the 


Hush Heath Estate in Staplehurst? 

And that’s just the very tip of the 
iceberg. The range is as wide as your 
imagination will allow. 


The one thing you are guaranteed 
of, however, is a venue which will 
ensure your married life gets off to the 
very best possible start. 



c 


LOCATION: From Bleak House in 
Broadstairs, above, to the likes of 
Chiddingstone Castle, left, there are 
options to suit every pocket in Kent 
so get finding your perfect wedding 
location right now 


de lahts tor dream venues 



Contact: simon.chipperfield@yahoo.co.uk 
07810 720 395 
01227 832199 
www.tayberryfoods.com 





Make your Wedding Night 
one to remember 




iS 


20% OFF EVERY PURCHASE EXCLUDING DELIVERY 
WHEN YOU USE THE KENTNEWS20 DISCOUNT CODE 

T&C APPLY PLEASE CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS 


INTRODUCE A FRIEND WITH THE CODE KENTNEWS20 


HEN & STAG 
GAMES 


LINGERIE 


ROMANTIC 

ESSENTIALS 


100% DISCREET PACKAGING 
SHOP WITH 100% CONFIDENCE 


oweetS 


weeioensuai 

MA X I I'll _T I La YQUrt! r* L_ fc- A JU^fe 

Kl @adultfunsweetsen # @sweetsensualUK 
Website: www.sweetsensual.co.uk 
Email: support@sweetsensual.co.uk 
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To advertise here call Jerry Barrett on 01233 653461 



Bridal Fabric 


me 


FABRIC! 

for BRIDE 


i 


Wide range of 
fabrics In numerous 
colours suitable 
for bride, 
bridesmaids 
& Mother of 
the Brfdc I 


01322 3804 

www.micheelst 


f® 


fZ IIOGS & KISSCS 


We are professional outdoor caterers 
who are committed to sourcing free range 
produce from local suppliers to deliver you 
the best Hog Roast in Kent! 

CANAPES are a fantastic way to add that 
little extra to your event especially with 
our edible spoons! 


MEAT ROAST If you are looking for more 
variation from your Hog Roast, then the 
Multi Meat Roast is the choice for you. 


2 Seasalter Lane, Seasalter, Kent CT5 4BS 
07545 444844 

email: johnocorvette@talktalk.net 


2 


Entertainment 


Wedding Magician Lewis Fuller 

t Award Winning 

“Make your day 

www.lewisfuller.co.uk 
lewis.fuller@live.co.uk 
07977 442924 • 01580 291967 * 


Preparations 


/-CROFT 

(fC REEN 

(L L^L mIi »/ 

As Kent based 
celebration cake 
specialists, we 
pride ourselves in 
creating beautiful 

cakes, cupcakes and 
favours that your 
guests will love. 

helen@croftandgreen.com 

07968 694 113 



Marquee Hire 
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A i 

1 


WEDDING MARQUEE HIRE 





k \ ' 





01227 730569 or 733729 

W www.bestintentmarquees.co.ukl info@bestintentsmarquees.co.uk 

Macknade Farm, Faversham, Kent ME 13 8XE 


Venue 


. ^radbournc 
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BREATHTAKINGLY DIFFERENT . 

• iJS 



, EXCLUSIVELY YOURS 


WEDDING OPEN DAY 

Sunday 30th October 2016 111am-4pm 

ENTRY IS FREE OF CHARGE, ALL ARE WELCOME AND THERE 
IS NO NEED TO PRE-REGISTER! 

Bradbourne House is giving you the chance to explore the 
historic houseand grounds whilst meeting local suppliers who 
will ensure your day runs smoothly and is a day that you will 
cherish with your loved one. You will have the opportunity 
to view our beautiful venue at your own leisure with our 
in-house caterers providing culinary delights for you to try! 
A venue with charm and elegance, exquisite cuisine, true 
quality of service and attention to detail 

East Mailing, Kent ME19 6DZ | 01732 897 436 
acuthbert@baxterstorey.com 
www.bradbournehouseweddings.co.uk 


Decorations 


ball^nafic 

BALLOONS FOR AIL OCCASIONS 1 

TRANSiOBM VOill Vt*U! 

Bafloom Oitw Com HUnr 
Tadk S^ag^ng md much mart 
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www.balloonatic.co.uk 


Venue 


Entertainment 



Ripley Arts Centre 

A Unique Wedding Venue 


Our, delightful Georgian Musa 
in a fine period Victorian*ho\ 
overlooks attractive gardens with 
Illuminated fountain and Sensory gan 

24 Sundridge Avenue, Bromley BR1 
Conferences?Art Exhibitions, 
Concerts & Functions 
Tel. 020 8464 5816 
enquiries@hromleyarts.com 
www.hromleyarts.com 
76 to 120 guests 


den. 

IPX 



Venue 


fifeMwujft at 

The large sports hall is ideal for wedding receptions, with 
its capacity of up to 500 seats and sprung dance floor. 
The hall also has built-in mood and disco lighting and a 
sound system is available with wall mounted speakers. 
We can provide a licensed bar. 

Hawkinge Community Centre, 

Heron Forstal Avenue, 

Hawkinge, 

Folkestone CT18 7FP 


Tel: 01303 894 857 



Wedding Venue 
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THE BELL 

IN TICEHURST 

No Ordinary 
Wedding Venue 

Our promise U to pull out all the clops for a 
wedding day to remember. 

Whether you are looking lor robust and rustic 
or Alice in Wonderland whimsical, we are here 
to help make your dreams come true. 

The Bell is a licensed wedding venue with 
a maximum capacity of 70 guests for the 
wedding ceremony and formal reception, and 
up to 120 guests for the evening reception. 

Nestled in the pastoral countryside close 
tn the Kent and Fast Sussex bunder, we like 
to think (hat The Rell is a rather unusual 
wedding venue. 

If you arc contemplating something a little 
oul of the ordinary for yuur special day. you 
need look no further. 

Call Tessa on 015X0 20031X1/234 email 
weddingstfthebellinticehurst.eom or 
visit us at wvrw.thcbcllinticchurst.com 
for more information. 
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Warming your world! 


n 


Roper Close, Canterbury CT2 7DQ_ 
01227 457643 
www.heatdesignkent.co.uk 
dthomas@heatdesignkent.co.uk 
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ACCLAIMED: Greg Davies has appeared in a number of acclaimed TV comedies, including The Inbetweeners, Man Down and Mock The Week 


l 









sh comedy’ 


i in ' 

~r\ 

|\/| 


nn 

-y 

Idl )(J UO 

10 

V 

c 

IL 

d 


Well known for his TV work, Greg Davies has announced a new tour of the UK 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


C OMEDIAN and TV star 
Greg Davies is heading to 
Margate on his first new 
stand-up show in four 
years. 

Described by the Evening 
Standard as ‘one of the kingpins of 
British comedy’, Davies has written 
and starred in three series of 
Channel 4’s critically acclaimed 
sitcom Man Down. 

After playing infamously 
psychotic Head of Sixth Form Mr 
Gilbert in The Inbetweeners, he 
starred in BBC Three’s Cuckoo 
alongside Andy Samberg and 
Taylor Lautner, which earned him 
a BAFTA nomination for Best Male 
Performance in a Comedy Pro¬ 
gramme, and which airs its third 
series in 2016. 

The Welsh-born comedian 
studied English and Drama at 
Brunei University and originally 


began his career as a secondary 
school teacher. 

He taught drama and English for 
13 years at Langley wood School in 
Berkshire, Orleans Park School in 
Twickenham and Sandhurst 
School in Berkshire. 

Davies rose to comedic fame as 
part of sketch team We Are Klang, 
which performed four sell-out 
Edinburgh Festival shows and was 
nominated in 2006 for the 
Edinburgh Comedy Award. 

While he was with We Are 
Klang, he wrote and starred in the 
group’s own sitcom series and a 
one-off comedy entertainment 
special for BBC Three. 

Channel 4 comedy The Inbe¬ 
tweeners gave him one of his most 
prominent roles as secondary 
school teacher Mr Gilbert, who has 
no interest in work and treats his 
pupils with complete contempt. 


He appeared as the misanthropic 
teacher in both feature length films 
of the Inbetweeners, released in 
2011 and 2014. 

Nowadays, he is the host of 
Dave’s hit comedy show Taskmas¬ 
ter, which was first broadcast in 
2015 and returns for two more 
series in 2016. 

The show, which pits famous 
contestants against one another in 
a series of lateral thinking 
exercises, has been nominated for 
the Broadcast Awards’ Best 
Entertainment Show. 

Davies’ debut solo stand-up show 
Firing Cheeseballs At A Dog was 
nominated for the prestigious 
Foster’s Edinburgh Comedy Award 
in 2010, and went on to have a 
three-time extended sell-out 
national tour. 

In 2013, he returned with 
another sell-out tour with The 


Back of My Mum’s Head. 

Davies is also well known for his 
appearances in panel shows such 
as Never Mind the Buzzcocks, 

Mock The Week and 8 out of 10 
Cats. 

He guest appeared and was team 
captain on BBC One’s Would I Lie 
To You, and was team captain on 
two series of Ask Rhod Gilbert, 
with whom he also appeared on 
BBC Two’s Dangerous Roads. 

Man Down, which is now in its 
third series, sees Davies playing 
Dan, a teacher who hates his job 
and struggles to get through life 
with the help of his dysfunctional 
best friends. 

The New Tour, Magnificent 
Beast, is coming to the Winter 
Gardens, Margate, on September 
15, 2017. 

Standard tickets are on sale now 
and are priced at £27.50. 
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PARK HOMES FOR SALE ON AWARD WINNING PARK!! 
A totally new way of life for the over 55’s! 

Luxurious park homes for sale in a secure y private environment. 
Show home available or order to your own specifications 



JOIN US 
FOR OUR OPE1S 
WEEKEND ON 
6/7™ AUGUST 

J qAM_^PM 

SatNav 
CT7OBU ^ 


The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 


Court Mount Tel: 01843 841657 or Call Russell on 07768 872386 


Birchington 

Bluebell woods Canterbury Road, Birchington CT7 OBU 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 

www.thefoxhunterpark.co.uk/park-homes/court-mount/ 
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Iconic venue celebrates 105 
years of top entertainment 


Jonathan Creek in return 

UNIVERSITY of Kent alumni 
Alan Davies has confirmed he 
will return for a 90-minute 
special of his celebrated drama 
series Jonathan Creek. 

It will be the latest in a series 
which first started back in 1997. 




By Simon Allin 

simon.aUin@archant.co.uk 


M ARGATE’S Winter 
Gardens is celebrat¬ 
ing 105 years as 
one of the leading 
entertainment ven¬ 
ues in east Kent. 

The grand Victorian venue was 
opened in 1911 by the then Mayor 
Alderman WB Reeve, and has 
since become firmly established in 
music and comedy history, hosting 
legends such as The Beatles, Nor¬ 
man Wisdom and Frankie 
Howard. 

A range of high-profile figures 
have visited the Winter Gardens 
over the years, including The 
Queen Mother in 1986 and past 
prime ministers including Sir Win¬ 
ston Churchill. 

Steve Davis, managing director 
at Your Leisure, said: “The Winter 
Gardens continues to provide the 
local community and visitors to 
the area with an opportunity to 
enjoy top class entertainment or 
celebrate that special occasion at 
the many events held within the 
complex every year. 

“It has continually adapted over 
the last 105 years to ensure it re¬ 


mains an important asset for the 
area and will support the ongoing 
regeneration of Margate - its own 
refurbishment will allow this to 
continue for many years to come.” 

The Winter Gardens was built 
when the council and the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce decided to take 
action after the entertainment of¬ 
fered by the town to the visitor via 
private enterprise was deemed in¬ 
adequate. 


A Fetes Committee was formed 
in 1900 and given power to direct¬ 
ly run and own places of entertain¬ 
ment, the culmination of which 
was the now-famous Fort Crescent 
venue. 

In addition hosting a diverse 
programme of entertainment, 
from pop concerts to local talent 
shows, The Winter Gardens has 
been a significant part of the local 
community through the years. 


During the Second World War, it 
acted as a receiving station for 
some of the 40,000 troops landed 
at Margate during the Dunkirk 
evacuation. 

The venue was damaged in the 
war when a bomb shattered the 
east wing in July 1941. 

In 1946, the war damage was 
repaired and a new stage con¬ 
structed, preparing the venue for 
the exciting years ahead. 


Soul legends in Margate 


ONE of the most successful soul groups of all 
time, Shalamar, is to perform in Margate this 
year. 

The band, which scored hits with Night to 
Remember, There It Is, I Can Make You Feel 
Good, and many others, play at The Winter 
Gardens on November 22. 


Spectacular science 


TV astronomer Mark Thomp¬ 
son will explore the wonders of 
the universe when his show 
comes to Canterbury this 
autumn. 

He will appear at the 
Gulbenkian on September 18. 



Vintage Ayckbourn play 


VINTAGE Alan Ayckbourn play Time and Time 
Again is to be shown at the Hever Festival this 
month. 

Perhaps the funniest of Ayckbourn’s works, it 
tells the story of love sought, fought for, won and 
lost in a tangle of suburban relationships. 

It will be shown at 8pm on August 18 to 21. 
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B&K MASTERS & SON 

All kinds of 
commercial and 
private fencing, 
landscaping and 
groundwork. 
Free estimate. 

For further details 


Contact us now! 

t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 



KITCHEN 


CA NDY shepher d^ 

DESIGNER LTD 

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 



EVENT POSTCODE ME4 4TZ 


10THJUL 9THOCT 

14THAUG 13THNOV 

11THSEPT 11TH DEC 

Please visit website for further details 

www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk 
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Sandwich Showground 

GREAT VALUE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

Motor Madness Come and see the ‘Motors’ on display 

20th & 21st August Discounted tickets available online " i 

Prices on the gate: Adult £8, Child £5, Family £22 » 


In the international arena: 

The Royal Signals White Helmets 

Moto Stunts International • Dingle Fingle • Helicopter rides • Simulator 
Fairground • Trade stands • Children’s activities • Food • Bar • Live Music 


New this year!... 

Live music from Joe Scott, Gracie and the Booms and ABALICIOUS 
on the Saturday night with food, bar and fairground. 

Your ticket to the showground will provide you FREE entry to the evenings 
entertainment or you can purchase tickets separately on-line. 

Ample free parking for those attending the event. Off road wheelchairs provided. 
For details of the amazing line up for both shows, times, directions and ticket sales visit: 

www.sandwichshowground.co.uk 

Keep up to date with all the acts on 

Sandwich Showground & Ash Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JB & 01304 612681 
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Evening of food and music 


GRAHAM Garrett, the patron of 
The West House restaurant in 
Biddenden, will host a one-off 
pop-up event at the Old Fire 
Station in Tonbridge.. 

Featuring food and music, it 
will take place on August 8. 



Kast Off Kinks to perform 

FORMER members of legendary band The 
Kinks, including Mick Avory and John Dalton, 
are back together and heading to Margate 
next year. 

Their show, Kast Off Kinks, which features 
the bands biggest hits, heads to The Winter 
Gardens on March 31, 2017. 


Lucy Porter touring UK 


COMEDIENNE Lucy Porter is 
back on tour and heading to 
Tunbridge Wells. 

She has performed consist¬ 
ently popular solo shows for 15 
years and will appear at Trinity 
Theatre on September 30. 



Robot Wars in Medway 

THE University of Greenwich’s Medway 
Campus is to host Robot Wars shows in a 
full-size arena on September 23 to 25. 

The university is building its own heavy¬ 
weight robot using supermarket trolleys to 
compete in dramatic style against any challeng¬ 
ers. 


Rockers given chance 
to relive Ramblin' Man 



By Simon Allin 

simon.aUin@archant.co.uk 


ROCKERS who attended this 
year’s Ramblin’ Man Fair can 
relive the experience with an 
official live CD of the Maidstone 
festival. 

The three-disc compilation 
features more than three hours of 
live music from 35 Artists, 
including Sunday night headliners 
Black Stone Cherry. 

Tracks have been handpicked by 
the artists taking part, and the CD 
features Planet Rock Stage set 
highlights from Thunder, Thin 
Lizzy, Europe and The Cadillac 
Three. 

The album also includes artists 
from the Prog In The Park and the 
Outlaw Country and Blues stages, 
with tracks from Family, Procol 
Harum, Uriah Heep, Von Hertzen 
Brothers, The Zombies, Purson, 
Walter Trout, Hayseed Dixie and 
more. 

Proceeds from the release will 
be donated to Nordoff Robbins 
Music Therapy, which is dedicated 
to changing the lives of vulnerable 
and isolated people through 
music, 


Chris Ingham, creative director 
of Ramblin’ Man, said: “We have 
been overwhelmed by the positive 
feedback we have received from 
our staging of the Ramblin’ Man 
Fair festival at Mote Park. 

“We had over 22,000 people on 
site over the weekend. There was a 
fantastic atmosphere with no 
trouble of any sort and no arrests. 

“The cream of global classic 
rock, prog, country and blues 
music delivered some incredible 
performances. 

“We had customers from all 


over Europe and the UK, and we 
think the festival acts as a great 
showcase for Maidstone and 
Kent.” 

Marcus “MJ” Salisbury, head of 
production for Live Here Now, 
which recorded the performances, 
said: “We are incredibly privileged 
to be working with some of the 
most talented rock, prog and blues 
bands from across the genera¬ 
tions.” 

The CD and digital download 
are available to order now from 
www. livelier enow, com. 



POPULAR: Whitesnake’s David 
Coverdale on Saturday night 


Louu on. calories, salt 
and fats. Big on taste. 



Nutritious & Delicious Menu Pack for only £26.95 


7 main courses: Roast Pork uiith Cider & Apple 
Grauy, Chicken & Spring Vegetable Casserole, 
Sliced Beef in a Red Wine Sauce, Moroccan 
Chicken, Diced Beef Chilli, Butternut Squash 
and Butterbean Steui, Salmon Prouenqale 

ORDER CODE: ND2 
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Looking after yourself has neuer been so enjoyable. Introducing the 
Nutritious & Delicious range. 

Those cleuer chefs at Wiltshire Farm Foods knouu hou) to make really 
healthy food, really tasty. Euery dish uses tasty ingredients that are 
perfectly cooked, then quick-frozen to lock the goodness in. Each meal 
Is under 400 calories and contributes to your 5 a day. All auailable 
no-contract, no-commitment - order uuhat you uuant. Try our menu 
noun uuith our Nutritious & Delicious Menu Pack. 

Call us today or go online for your FREE brochure 

01227774 999 

uuiitshirefarmfoods.com 
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Wiltshire Farm Foods 




















e n the hedaehoas bv adantina vour 



Numbers of the prickly creature are declining, but there are simple things to do to help their plight 


I N the last decade, hedgehog 
numbers have gone down by 30 
per cent due to a variety of fac¬ 
tors including habitat loss and 
changes in farming techniques, 
according to The Wildlife Trusts, 
which estimates there may be less 
than a million left in the UK. 

Many worms, beetles, slugs, cater¬ 
pillars and millipedes - which form 
the hedgehog’s natural diet - have 
been killed off by chemical treat¬ 
ments and intensive farming meth¬ 
ods. Badgers also compete for the 
same food. 

A recent wildlife survey by the 
RSPB found that the number of peo¬ 
ple who have never seen a hedgehog 
in their garden rose to 24 per cent last 
year. And as hedgerows and the 


countryside, which forms their natu¬ 
ral habitat, dwindles, the garden be¬ 
comes even more important as a 
hedgehog haven. 

So what can we do to save this 
prickly garden favourite? The Wild¬ 
life Trusts advises: 

• Create hedgehog highways: They 
need plenty of access to search for 
food, nesting sites and mates. Cut a 
13cm-squared hole in your fence or 
dig a channel under garden bounda¬ 
ries to allow them to wander and get 
your neighbours to do the same. 

• Provide nesting sites: Log and leaf 
piles, wilderness areas and purpose- 
built hedgehog homes are ideal places 
for hedgehogs to nest and hibernate. 
Fallen leaves make the perfect nest¬ 
ing material, so don’t clear all of these 



SPIKE : Hedgehogs regularly visit 
our gardens 


away in autumn. Pile them in quiet, 
undisturbed corners of your garden 
to allow hedgehogs a safe, secure 
area to breed and hibernate. 

• Avoid slug pellets: Hedgehogs 
hoover up more than 100 inverte¬ 
brates such as snails, slugs and 
worms every night, so no need to use 
slug pellets. 

• Cover drains and gullies: Hedge¬ 
hogs have poor eyesight, but are quite 
curious, meaning they fall into holes 
and get stuck, so cover up any open 
drains and gullies. 

• Grow a wide variety of plants: At¬ 
tract plenty of natural hedgehog food 
by keeping your garden diverse with 
a wide variety of habitats. Mulching 
beds with garden compost will en¬ 
courage earthworms, woodlice and 


beetles as it begins to rot down, while 
wood piles encourage a rich feast of 
earwigs, centipedes and woodlice. 

• Check bonfires: Every year, hedge¬ 
hogs die under bonfire piles that have 
not been checked before being lit. The 
British Hedgehog Preservation Socie¬ 
ty advises avoiding building your 
bonfire until the day it is going to be 
lit to reduce the chances of hedgehogs 
hibernating in the bonfire pile. 

• Set up a feeding station: Cut a clear 
hole in a plastic storage box and weigh 
down the lid with bricks to stop cats 
and foxes taking the food. If you are 
worried about attracting rats, don’t 
put out grain-based foods on the floor. 

For more information go to www. 
britishhedgehogs.org.uk and www. 
wildlifetrusts.org/hedgehogs 


Bus rally in Herne Bay 

A BUS company will celebrate 100 
years of service at a rally in Herne Bay 
on Sunday. 

The East Kent Road Car Company still 
operates under the name Stagecoach South 
East and buses will be specially wrapped in 
the original East Kent maroon and cream 
colours to mark its centenary. 

The rally will start at 10am on Sunday, 
August 7, at the William Street car park. 


Chatham toasts 1940s 

| THE 1940s is coming to Chatham this 
September at a festival paying homage 
to the heyday of the big band and blitz spirit. 

Salute to the 40s will feature vintage 
traders and stalls, nostalgic sing-a-longs, 
1940s entertainment, fashion shows, vintage 
car parades and Spitfire aircraft displays. 

The event will take place at The Historic 
Dockyard on September 17 and 18. Adult 
tickets are available from £15. 


Wine tasting session 

TIME is running out to book a place on 
a wine tasting event at Fort Amherst. 

Discovery Wine Tasting will allow people 
to find out about their genes and how they 
drive their personal preferences in food and 
wine. 

A 45-minute tunnel tour will be included in 
the price. 

The event will be held on August 13 and 
the deadline for bookings is August 10. 


Cezanne recreated 

ALL Saints Art Group in Birchington 
will hold its annual exhibition over the 
August Bank Holiday weekend. 

The group has recreated Paul Cezanne’s 
masterwork Still Life with Apples and 
Oranges by combining 16 individual 
paintings. 

More than 100 pictures will be on sale at 
the event, which will be held at Church 
House, Birchington. 






Still time to have your say - 
consultation ends 10th August 




Help shape our 

Local Plan to 2030 

Ashford Borough Council is currently preparing a new Local Plan for 
the borough, which sets out the land that needs to be provided in 
the borough to accommodate new homes and jobs up to 2030. 

The consultation runs until 10th August. To get involved and have 
your say visit www.ashford.gov.uk/consult 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


We are delighted to announce the launch of the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 2016 


Kent Life 

Client on Sunday 

FOOIEDRlNKAV- 2016 


Headline 

Sponsor 



A L A R I S 


N ominations are now 

being invited for the 
2016 Kent Life and Kent 
onSunday Food & Drink 
Awards. The awards 
dinner will take place at Ashford 
International Hotel on October 17 
from 6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which 
launched in 2013, are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a 
showcase to the great and the good 
of the region’s food and drink indus¬ 
try, including local producers and 
suppliers, small farming businesses, 
chefs, restaurants, pubs, cafes and 
hoteliers. 

All will be people who care about 
the countryside and the future of our 
local environment. 

The companies included will all be 
nominated by you, our Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve enjoyed 
a fantastic meal at your local pub or 
have been impressed by the produce 


and service at your neighbourhood 
farmers’ market or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available 
here and will be repeated. It is also 
available to complete online at 
kentfda.co.uk, where you can read 
more about the awards and see pic¬ 
tures of last year’s winners. 

Entries close on August 7. Our 
handpicked panel of high-profile 
judges who all live or work in Kent 
will then select a shortlist, starting 
the independent judging process 
where finalists will be visited or 
interviewed to determine a worthy 
winner in each category. 

All finalists will be invited to the 
prestigious awards ceremony, where 
they will enjoy a reception and 
three-course meal with wine before 
finding out if they are a winner. 

This is our fourth Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards and we are immensely proud 
to be able to offer you once again the 
opportunity to reward and recognise 


the deserving businesses within our 
local food and drink industry that go 
above and beyond expectations. 

These awards are what you make 
of them so if you are the owner of a 
restaurant, a chef or local producer 
then spread the word among your 
clients, customers and visitors. 

It takes no time at all to make your 
nomination. You can email, post or 
nominate online. 

We are looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good com¬ 
ments rather than simply the 
number of nominations received, so 
everybody is in with a chance no 
matter how big or small their busi¬ 
ness. 

■ Don’t forget to let us know 
when you have made your rec¬ 
ommendation on our Twitter 
page @kentlife and 
@KOSMedia by using #kentfda 
- similarly, if you are looking 
for nominations, please use 
this hashtag 




Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink 
Awards 2016 
Nomination Form 

Nominate your Kent food and drink 
favourites by using this form or email 
us at kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Please post your entry form to: 

Food & Drink Awards 2016. 

Archant Kent, 

Kent House, 81 Station Road, 

Ashford TN231PP 

Or you can email us at: 

kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Copies of the form and posters to 

advertise your entry are available_at 

www.kent-life.co.uk and at 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 

The closing date for entries is 
Sunday, August 7, 2016 

Name. 

Address. 


Email. 


By entering your details you will be 
automatically added to the Archant database, 
Archant will contact you with relevant offers 
and you can unsubscribe from this at any time. 
If you would prefer not to be contacted, please 
state ‘no offers’ on this form. 


Newcomer of the Year 

Independent food or drink retailer 
of the Year 

Sponsored by Illuminate Skin Clinic 

Who?. 

Cafe of the Year 

Sponsored by Clive Emson Land & Property 

auctioneers 

Who?. 

Sponsored by K Sports 

Who? 



Where?. 

Where?. 

Where 7 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Food Producer of the Year 

Drinks Producer of the Year 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Sponsored by Motorline Maserati 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Farmers 1 Market of the Year 

Pub of the Year 

Restaurant of the Year 

Sponsored by Perry's Chartered Accountants 

Who 7 

Sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

Who?. 

Sponsored by The Foxhunter Park 

Who?. 




Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Chef of the Year 

Customer Service of the Year 

Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Sponsored by the Canterbury Auction Galleries 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Fenwick Canterbury 

Who?. 

Who?. 



Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 

I This popular 
' category is 
open to anyone 
in the food and drink industry who has 
started a new venture within the last 
18 months. 

We want to know what impact they 
have made on the local community 
and if they have started to achieve 
any success further afield. 

Are they helping to promote Kent 
food and drink to a new audience or 
have they found a new way to pro¬ 
mote an old favourite? 


INDEPENDENT FOOD OR DRINK 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 


I This celebrates that 
special food or drink 
shop that we all 
treasure. 

The retailer who includes wonder¬ 
ful local produce in their offering and 
knows where all their stock comes 
from to make that special link be¬ 
tween field and plate. 

Our winner will have a special 
'must-have' range as well as making a 
real contribution to their local com¬ 
munity. 

Paying a visit to their shop will be a 
treat in itself. 

CAFE OF THE YEAR 


K | 


This category has changed 
from the previous Tea Shop 
of the Year to include places 
that also specialise in coffee! 
Tea and coffee shops are an integral 


part of the Kent food and drink scene. 
Who makes the best tea and coffees, 
serves the nicest cakes and biscuits and 
the freshest scones? Are the sandwich¬ 
es freshly cut and liberally filled? 

Most importantly, are most of the 
ingredients locally sourced? We look 
forward to hearing your favourites. 

FOOD PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 


maserat, «tegory cele- 

Motorline brates our local prod ' 

_i cuers. 

We are looking for 
someone who consistently provides 
both top guality local produce and 
service to their customers. 

We are also keen to hear of any in¬ 
novations. 

If they're doing something new, 
we'd like to hear about it. 

So if your local baker, grocer or 
farmer delights then please let us 
know. 


DRINK PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 


This category celebrates our local 
drink producers. 

Whether it's gorgeous Kentish fizz 
or delicious juice, we want to find the 
producers who play such a vital role in 
the county's food and drink economy. 

We want to know who you think 
makes the best drink, alcoholic or not, 
in the county, and what it is that 
makes it so special. 

We are keen to hear of any innova¬ 
tions, so if they're doing something 
new, for example, introducing a fabu¬ 
lous new flavour, then we would like to 
all hear about it. 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

A good farm shop needs to have that 
extra-special something to tempt 
farmers away from their local super¬ 
markets. 

Are the staff friendly and knowl¬ 
edgeable, is the range of produce and 
the layout of an excellent standard, 
does your local farm shop offer a box 
scheme? 

Is most of the produce sold there 
grown or raised on that farm, or near¬ 
by and if not would the owner be able 
to tell you where it is from? 

Nominate your favourite farm shop 
now. 


FARMERS' MARKET OF THE YEAR 


Per 


I Thc key t0 a qood 

■ farmers' market 

Kxrrpttnaol ■* Stariitonl Market iS not Only 

- the range of pro¬ 
duce and the guality 
of its stalls but also the principles 
that it supports - for example, does it 
work as a co-operative with other 
farmers? Is most of the produce sold 
there grown or raised locally? Are the 
stallholders welcoming and knowl¬ 
edgeable? ? Let us know so we can 
tell everyone the best place to go. 


PUB OF THE YEAR 

^ A good pub these 

I days has to offer 
Vr * I more than a warm 
--- welcome and excel¬ 
lent ale. We're look¬ 
ing for an inn that also offers deli¬ 
cious locally-sourced food, fantastic 


customer service and real value for 
money. Pubs are genuinely the hub of 
their local community. 

If you know a great one, even if it 
isn't your local, let us all know. 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 


I The Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Restaurant of the 
Year needs to offer 
an incomparable 
dining experience, from the ambience 
to the service and most importantly 
the food. Is it locally sourced? Do 
they support local producers and are 
they recognised on the menu? Do 
they have local as well as internation¬ 
al wines and champagnes and can the 
staff tell you more if you ask? 


CHEF OF THE YEAR 

Vic CANTERBURY j 

j« Sfck. Kent is bless- 
m m; I ed with some 
outstanding 
chefs working in a fantastic array of 
restaurants. The Chef of the Year 
should be someone who has devoted 
him or herself to serving the best pos¬ 
sible food. They'll demonstrate tech¬ 
nical ability, use of seasonal ingredi¬ 
ents, presentation of the food and an 
understanding of how flavours work 
together. Above all, we are looking for 
passion - that magic ingredient that 
defines true greatness in the kitchen. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE OF THE YEAR 



Most of our awards 
recognise customer 


service in some form. This category 
celebrates this vital element for its 
own sake. 

Do you know a person, organisatioi 
or establishment that offers fabulou 
service that goes above and beyond 
what you expect? 

We all know excellent service whei 
we have received it, now is your 
chance to get it recognised. If you 
know a person, company, producer, 
pub, shop or restaurant that is a 
delight to deal with, then let us know 

KENT FOOD AND DRINK HERO OF 
THE YEAR 

Kent has a food and drink scene tha 
is among the most vibrant in the UK 
as you would expect from the Gardei 
of England. 

As well as being blessed with sonm 
of the final local produce around, th« 
county also has a variety of fantasti 
eateries located in local towns and 
villages. 

This category will be celebrating 
the individual who has made a posi¬ 
tive impact on the county's food or 
drink community. 

Do you know someone who goes 
the extra mile in order to help pro¬ 
mote Kent to a wider audience? 

Someone who has show that they 
are passionate about local produce 
throughout? 

Now is the chance for you to nomi¬ 
nate your very own Kent Food and 
Drink hero and give them the recogni 
tion that they deserve. 

Get in contact with us and let us 
know who you think would be a worth’ 
winner. 



WmiM 


Iffi 


mm 


Nasons 


at home 


G Plan Chloe 3 seater sofa 

Usual price From £1419 

Sale price £1059 


A range of options available 
including leather and 
reclining actions 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 
Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463 550 | www.nasons.co.uk 


DON’T MISS OUT. VISIT US TODAY! 
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FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SPONSORED BY 

BLEVINS@FRANKS 

INTERNATIONAL TAX & WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


The largest, most informative 
French property event in the UK 

Olympia Central, London 
16th - 18th September 


■ Browse from thousands of properties for sale throughout all regions of France 

■ Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects of buying in and moving to France 

■ Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for FREE TICKETS at www.fpeolympia.com 
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Summer's Here 

10 of the best places to visit for a family fun day out 


Emily King takes a look at 10 of Kent’s finest attraction - in 
no particular order - that guarantee a great day out 


Dungeness National Nature Reserve 

I Dungeness has a far-flung spectrum of attrac¬ 
tions that could make a visit to this desolate 
landscape a great summer outing. 

Philospher Robert Firth has been quoted on 
the reserve’s website as saying “Dungeness, a strange land 
of extremes, one of the most valuable yet vulnerable 
nature conservation sites in Great Britain.” The reserve is 
known as one of the largest shingle landscapes in the 
world and inhabits uncommon plants, insects and spiders 
in addition to migratory birds. 

Dungeness has been designated as a National Nature 
Reserve, a Special Protection Area, and a Special Area of 
Conservation, 

When visiting Dungeness local attractions are the RSPB 
reserve and visitor centre where you can walk along the 
nature trail, the Bird Observery which has been catego¬ 
rised into six sections so you can record where you saw 
certain birds, the Lifeboat Station that regularly holds 
events throughout the year, and the Old Lighthouse 
which is availible to the public to climb for a panoramic 
view of the surrounding areas. 

There are two pubs in the area, The Pilot Pub, and The 
Britannia Pub, both of which specialise in serving fish 
dishes on their food menus - being on the coast, this 
should be expected and relished. 



Kent & East Sussex Railway 

2 The K&ES Railway is made up of five stations - Tenter- 
den Town Station, Rolvenden Station, Wittersham 
Road Station, Northiam Station, and Bodiam Station, 
and offering a tootingly marvellous summer day. 

An adult return journey along the railway line costs £15.30 
and for a child’s return is £10.35. Opening times and train 
services differ so it’s best to check the website before arriving. 

As you take a journey down the line you’ll start at Tenterden 
Town Station. It is the head station on the railway and homes its 
principle buildings including carriage and wagon workshop. 
There is a variety of facilities at the railway’s headquarters such 
as a shop, refreshement rooms, a playground and the railway’s 
museum. 

The next stop on the line is Rolvenden Station which was the 
original Tenterden Station and was the headquarters for all the 
locomotive works which remain on site. The original buildings 
in this site are long gone but for car lovers they should find the C 
M Booth collection in the town centre of significant interest. 

Wittersham Station offers the opportunity to keep an eye out 
for a wild boar or two as its marshy surroundings, collectively 
known as Rother Levels, are where they are farmed. 

Nortiam Station is next up and for 10 years was the last stop 
on the line. It now has extensive parking facilities and a buffet, 
so visitors can chew-chew a lunch on their stop. 

The last station on the railway tour is Bodiam Station which 
has been restored to all its former glory and is presented in a 
Victorian light. Today this station also houses a seasonal 
giftshop and a food outlet. Other attractions in this area include 
the medieval castle at Bodiam and a medieval house on the 
outskirts of the village called Great Dixter. 



CLIFF HALL 


CLIFF HALL 


ONE MAN STAR WARS TRILOGY PERFORMED WITH PERMISSION OF LUCASFILM LTD. 
ALL ‘STAR W ARS’ ELEMENTS PROPERTY OF LUCASFILM LTD. 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


KIDZ ON STAGE in conjunction with the Leas Cliff Hall 
* present Summer Project 2016 


“5 STARS FOR 
UNREIIEVARIE TALENT 

EDINBURGH GUIDE 


Thursday 25th - Saturday 27th August 2016 

Tickets: From £12, Family Ticket from £48 


Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 

box office 08448 713015 

ATGTICKETS.COM/FOLKESTONE* (Bkg Fee) 


One Man Star Wars Trilogy 

Wed 21 September 2016 7.30pm 

Box Office: 08448 713015 
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Summer's Here...10 of the best in Kent 



Dreamland , Margate 

3 If you have a wicked sweet- 
tooth and love an adrenaline 
rush, then Dreamland will suit 
you to a tee. 

Having reopened in June 2015 after 12 
years derelict and following an £18m 
restoration, the historic themepark is 
currently open everyday from 11am to 
6pm until the end of September. Further¬ 
more where formerly you had to pay 
entry to the park, visitors can now show 
up on a ‘free to enter, pay to ride’ basis. 

There are rides suitable for everyone 
and anyone, whether it’s the cyclone 
twist for the thrillseekers, the kiss me 
quick for those romantics on a day-date, 
or the swing boats for the youngsters, 
Dreamland offers the opportunity for a 
fun, family-friendly day out. Addition¬ 
ally, you needn’t venture out of Dream¬ 
land for your lunch, dinner or dessert, as 
it homes a whole host of restaurants, 
takeaway outlets, and shops that are 
sure to tickle your tastebuds. The Roller 
Diner, and Chip ‘n’ Fin offer savory foods 
for the few who choose savory over 
sweet, but also perhaps for those of us 
who may need to line our tummies 
following some stomach-churning rides. 
On the other hand, for chocolate and 
sugar enthusiasts, Dreamland has ice 
cream, doughnuts, and sweet treats 
galore available from Huckleberry’s, 
Morelli’s, and the Dreamland Sweet 
Shop. 

And of course, for the parents who will 
be up at the crack of dawn so their little 
ones gain a full day’s experience, there’s 
the Coffee Tea’ere for maybe an espresso 
shot, or two. 


4 Turner Contemporary , 
Margate 

Recommended for art lovers, 
Turner admirers, and anyone 
inbetween, is the Turner Contem¬ 
porary. 

Admission to the gallery is free, and the 
attraction is open Tuesday through to 
Sunday every week. 

The gallery was created to recognise 
Turner’s association with Margate by the 
former chairman of the Margate Civic 
Society, John Corfts, alongside other 
community members and funding 
extensively by Kent County Council. Since 
opening in 2011, the Turner Contempo¬ 
rary has brought over 1.5m visitors, and 
£32m to Margate’s economy, and it’s easy 
to see why when it’s situated on Margate’s 
picturesque seafront, which is the very site 
where Turner stayed when he visited the 
town. 

With it being 2016, the Turner Contem¬ 
porary is half way though it’s NOW 
exhibition programme, which runs from 
2014-2018. The NOW programme is of 
World War One Centenary Art commis¬ 
sions, and from now until October 30 will 
be tranformed by two works by contempo¬ 
rary artist Yinka Shonibare MBE. Accom¬ 
panying the aforementioned exhibitions 
are two more, Seeing Round Corners, and 
Platform 2016, which are taking place 
until September 25. Owing to these, the 
contemporary art partisans among us 
should be in their element this summer. 

Accompanying the gallery is a cafe, 
meaning devotees won’t have to leave the 
premises to eat, and therefore allowing 
them to make a day of it. The perfect indoor 
activity for Kent’s rainy summer days. 


It’s 2016,1 

Lets FI 

ly! 

i 

• 



www.flights-with-rosie.co.uk 

07930 538 1 1 1 

rosie@flights-with-rosie.co.uk 



Aquatic Centre 

Established hi 1333 we are now extremely well known 
for our frielty]|y yet professional customer service and 
advice v ^~^f 

We speeialiJe in providing many types of marine, pond, 
cold water and tropical fish to fill your aquarium, as 
well as fish tanks to help you grow your collection. 

For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine ^Tropical • Coldwater 9 Ponds 
9 Aquariums 9 Pond Plants 
9 Glass Fibre Ponds I Pumps 
9 Liners and much more 
Also now available 

Chicken Coops 9 Rabbit/Guinea Pig Hutches & Runs 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 142 London Road I Teynham I ME3 3QN 

01795 520023 iwww.littlefishshop.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 


(PETTICOAT t aneY 

-| 



Visit Kent’s Biggest and Best Emporium and Vintage Tourist Attraction 

Over 200 Independent Purveyors of Vintage:Antique:Retro:Hand Made Merchandise 

As Featured on BBC's Antique Road Trip Celebrity Edition! 

To be part of the South East’s largest emporium and rent a pitch or cabinet please call... 

Petticoat Lane Emporium, 47 Dumpton Park Drive, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8AD 

fp Tel: 01303 487 124 | petticoatemporium@hotmail.com | www.petticoatemporium.com © 
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Summer's Here ... 10 of the best places to visit for a family fun day out 


5 Leeds Castle , Maidstone 

Self-deemed “the loveliest castle in the 
world”, Leeds Castle is an attraction 
suitable for everyone, but especially for the 
historians in our midst. 

Entry tickets to the castle’s grounds, which are 
open all year round, are £24.50 for adults, and 
£16.50 for children aged between 4 and 15. 
Children under 4 go free. 

Founded in the 9th century, Leeds Castle has 
been home to six of England’s medieval queens, and 
was once a palace for Henry VIII and his first wife, 
Catherine of Aragon. After the most recent castle 
owner, Lady Baillie, died in 1974 she left the 
property and the 500 acres of garden to the nation 
under the trusteeship of the Leeds Castle Founda¬ 
tion. 

Visitors can take a tour of the castle and read up 
on its history, or alternatively you can take 
advantage of the activities that take place in the 
castle’s grounds, including, flying falcon displays, 
navagating your way through the maze, or even 
swinging some clubs on the castle’s golf course. 

As well as the castle to satisfy your thirst for 
historical knowledge, there is The Gatehouse 
Exhibition, and The Dog Collar Museum too. The 
Gatehouse Exhibition promises to take visitors on a 
journey of the castle’s 900-year history, moreover 
the attraction’s website claims that The Dog Collar 
Museum displays a “fascinating collection of 
canine neckwear, spanning five centuries”. If it’s 
your first time visiting Leeds Castle, at the very 
least you’ll walk away saying you’ve had a truly 
unique experience. 

Getting around the historic site takes on the 
various themes of the castle’s past residents. 
Transport available for visitors include, punting on 
the ground’s moat, Elsie the castle train, and the 
Black Swan ferry, all of which are thoroughly 
enjoyable, though this is most likely weather 
permitting. 



Bluewater , Greenhithe 

6 Although undeniably a shopaholic’s 
dream, Bluewater boasts leisure, 
hospitality, and kids facilities also. 
Shops are open from 10am to 9pm, 
Monday to Saturday (5pm Sunday), and bars, 
restaurants, and the cinema are open until 
late. 

Albeit now homing more than 60 places to 
eat, and 300 stores, this was not always the 
case. Before opening in March 1999, the site 
was a chalk quarry situated among 50-metre 
high cliffs. The building’s site is 240 acres and 
is surrounded by a 50 acre landscape of lakes, 
parkland and trees, meaning nowadays it can 
be an idealic picnic location. 

In terms of shopping, Bluewater has literally 
every shopping genre covered. Whether that’s 
kids clothes, men’s shoes, kitchenware, doggy 
accessories, or your weekly foodshop, 
Bluewater has it all. It is camp to big names 
such as House of Fraser, Marks & Spencer, 
Accessorise, and the Apple Store. 

And it’s a similar story for food outlets. 

Going to Bluewater to eat is foolproof. No 
matter what food takes your fancy on any 
given day, you will find it there. If you fancy an 
Italian, there is a newly opened Bella Italia. 
Mexican anyone? There’s a Wahaca. Or for the 
seafood lover, first choice could be Loch Fyne. 

After a shopping spree, you could take 
advantage of Bluewater’s 13-screen Showcase 
cinema, which on Saturdays is open until 
3am. 

Quite unusually for a shopping centre, and 
steering away from the shopping altogether, is 
Bluewater’s nature trail. The nature trail 
consists of swan lake, Bluewater beach, 
mosaic tunnel, a play area, and believe it or 
not, a range of wildlife. Potentially Bluewater 
could be the free summer activitiy kids love. 



tripadvisor 


RANKED #1 


PUB IN CANTERBURY 


eves no 

r fC 

ace Like... 


TYLER S KILN 

GARDEN 


HACKINGTON ROAD 
TYLER HILL, CANTERBURY 
KENT, CT2 9NE 


T :01227 471 912 

www.tylerskiln.co.uk 
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Summer's Here ... 10 of the best in Kent 


Bewl Water, 

7 Lamberhurst 

Waterbabies should 
definitely take note of 
this Kent spot. 

Bewl Water claims to be the 
largest stretch of open water in 
the south east, and is open all 
year round. It’s free to enter, 
and the price of car parking has 
been reduced down from £8 to 
£2 for the day. 

This 800 acre landscape 
provides healthy outdoor fun 
for all ages and abilities. 
Recreational activities include 
fishing, cycling, boating, and 
nature walks which, if you 
have the time, includes a 12 
and a half mile scenic route. 

To take a trip out into the 
lake on either a pedal boat, or 
in a rowing boat costs £15 per 
hour, or £35 for three hours, or 
alternatively you could cycle 
along the nature trails with 
adult bike hire prices ranging 
from £7 for an hour to £22 for 
the day, and children’s bike hire 
costing £5 for an hour and £15 
for the day. 

Naturally there are places to 
eat onsite, counting the 
Waterfont Restaurant and Cafe, 
and The Boat House Bistro. 
Available at The Boat House 
Bistro from 3pm everyday is a 
basic afternoon tea for £12.50, 
or a prosecco afteroon tea for 
£18.50 - this could be a superb 
way to end an action-packed 
day. 



Penshurst Place , 

8 Tonbridge 

This is another attraction for 
history buffs, whether they are 
young or old, Penshurst Place 
will undoubetly have something to give 
everyone. 

Adults can gain admission to the house, 
gardens and grounds for £10.80, and 
children can enter for £6.50. 

The house today has a ‘see, play, eat, 
learn’ initiative for visitors, and being such 
a historic house there is an inundation of 
history to learn. In the 16th century the 
house was owned by Henry VIII who 
inherited it from his father, and then used 
it as a hunting lodge before giving it to 
Anne of Cleves in their divorce settlement. 

Nowadays you can tour the house and 
the gardens, while children can tackle the 
adventure playground, look for wildlfie in 
the woodland trail, or manoeuvre their 
way through the maize maze. 

Why not see the scenes from a bike as 
well? There’s a cycle route that runs from 
Tonbridge to Penshurst Place which has 
been placed in the top 10 scenic cycle 
routes by VisitEngland. There are cycle 
racks outside the visitor entrance to 
Penshurst Place for those who wish to 
arrive by bike and then hop off to have a 
dander and a nosey around the grounds 
before continuing their journey. There are 
two walking trails across the estate - the 
parkland, and the riverside walks, which 
take in all of the scenery. Walking maps 
are also available at the visitor entrance. 

Perhaps afterwards you could enjoy 
some carrot cake at the Porcupine Pantry 
or a Penshurst Place cream tea at the 
Garden Restaurant. 
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Summer's Here ... 10 of the best places to visit for a family fun day out 



Port Lympne (Hythe), 

9 and Howletts 
(Canterbury) 

If being surrounded by any 
and every animal imagina¬ 
ble sounds like your idea of heaven 
then both Port Lympne, and Howletts 
are right up your street. 

Port Lympne calls itself an African 
and Asian animal safari experience 
spanning across 100 acres of 
landscape. The park is open from 
9.30am - 6.30pm everyday in the 
summer months, and if you buy your 
tickets online you recieve a 10% 
discount - on-the-door single ticket 
admission is £25 for an adult and £21 
for a child. 

Animals currently included in the 
safari experience includes zebras, 
tigers, lions, giraffes, and meerkats. 

There’s an opportunity for adults to 
relax at the Port Lympne Hotel 
restaurant as well, while children can 
continue their fun at the basecamp 
playarea. 

Howletts has over 400 animals at 
the moment counting baby rhinos, 
snow leopards, gorillas, elephants, 
and giant anteaters. And on the 
unlikely basis that the animals are 
not enough to keep your kids 
entertained other activities to try 
your hand at on the park are archery, 
fishing, and zorbing. 

Strolling around Howletts you’ll 
find an array of kiosks and also a 
farm shop accompanied by plenty of 
benches, or if you’d like hot food you 
could try the Pavilion Restaurant in 
the centre of the park. 


Historic Dock - 
yard , Chatham 

For a unique, 
educational but fun, 
family day out this 
“place like no other” offers a sea of 
ships to explore and learn about. 

One big plus to this summer 
attraction is that once you buy a 
ticket it is valid for the next 12 
months, and one adult ticket equals 
one free child admission. It is open 7 
days a week. 

The dockyard is 400 years old and 
features 47 ancient monuments and 
listed buildings, as well as a vast 
range of ships, from saliing ships to 
nuclear submarines. 

The lifeboat collection available for 
viewing shows how lifeboats have 
changed over the last century in 
their look, agility and speed, and the 
when experiencing the warships 
visitors can walk the decks, sense 
the vision of those who would have 
boarded such ships in the past, and 
get a feel for the hard work and grit 
that went into maintaining the 
ships. 

You could also view the only one 
of the four Royal Navy Ropeyards to 
stay in operation to this day. Rope 
has been made at Chatham Dock¬ 
yard for nearly 400 years and this 
visit could divulge how long a piece 
of string really is. 

Although maybe not the first 
attraction you’d think to visit unless 
you have a keen interest in ships, 
this activity is engaging and truly 
individual. 



HASTINGS 

HIDDEN GEM 


A superb sea view location for your perfect holiday home. 
Shearbarn offers an exclusive holiday home environment, 
set in the hills above the historic town of Hastings, 
combined with outstanding facilities to create the perfect 
getaway. 

We are delighted to be able to offer pitches on our new exclusive Lakeside 
Development, unspoilt views to the ocean with our own private fishing lake 
beside you. 

You are now able to reserve your perfect location whilst you decide on your 
new Luxury Lodge. 

Shearbarn Holiday Park have teamed up with some of the Leading 
manufacturers based on Luxury, Build Quality and Value for Money. We have 
breath taking Lodges available from, Omar, Wessex, Prestige, Homeseeker 
and Pemberton all built to Residential Specification to enjoy during the colder 
months also. 

Plus in the facilities you can swim in our heated indoor pool, or work out in 
our gym, meet up with friends in our relaxing bar and restaurant, even go for 
a stroll within the Hastings Country Park, we are pet friendly also, after all 
they are part of the family. 


• 46 weeks Owner season • Private parking bay with each 
Lodge • A beautiful home from home experience 
• Private Fishing Lake • On Park Bakery 


• Convenience Store 


A unique combination of landscapes, from the rural with the 660 acre 
Hastings Country Park and lake that is literally on your doorstep, to the 
coastal, with three miles of unspoiled beach at Hastings offering the perfect 
environment to make the most of your precious leisure time. 


S HEARBARN 

HOLIDAY PARK 


Shearbarn Holiday Park, Barley Lane, Hastings, TN35 5DX 
We are 1 hour from London, 35 mins from M25, 10 mins from A21. 
Tel: 01424 423 583 www.shearbarnholidaypark.co.uk 
Email: holidayhomeownership@shearbarn.co.uk 


Summer fun at the Captain Digby 


Enjoy the Summer with a family visit to the 
Captain Digby. There’s lots of activities to keep 
the kids happy including our indoor and outdoor 
play areas. 

The award winning restaurant is perfect for 
couples and families alike and is one of our most 
popular places to dine all year round. 

Book your table now on line to avoid 
disappointment or call on the number below 



§ The Captain Digby Kingsgate 
Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

; Tel: 01843 867764 

www.captaindigby.co.uk 


THORLEY TAVERNS 



Find us between the Spitfire Memorial at Kent Int. Airport and Margate Cemetary./Open 9-5 Mon - Sat 10 - 4 Sunday 


NEW STOCK OF SHRUBS AND CLIMBERS 
1/4 Standard Flowering Lilac - 1/2 Standard Photinia and Salix 
Nishiki - Evergreen Climbing Hydrangea and Trachelospermum - 
Acers for Autumn colour - Grape Vines 
Large pots of evergreen Japanese Mock Orange - Campsis - 
Hydrangeas - Roses - Trees - Penstemon - Phlox 
Final sale of double flowered Trailing Fuchsias £1.00 each 
non stop begonias 3 for £2,50 - New Guinea Impatiens 6 pack £2.00 
Bedding geraniums for that extra boost of colour 
20 plants for £6.00 (5 packs of 4 plants) 
yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 


To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line datin 
visit 


ng is FREE to register, try it today 

it., www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


LISA, fun loving and free, WLTM 
passionate, broadminded male, 
any age, discreet honest, 
seaside location. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422877 
KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3042 Box 422363 
KIM, 50, lovely kind, 5ft 6, 
brown eyes, dark curly hair, 
curvy figure seeks nice genuine 
guy for LTR, same age as me. 
Text only Mailbox: 5512493 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
WELL travelled widow, 70 years 
young, GSOH, lively and 
outgoing, lots of interests 
including walks, bowls, 
socialising and the theatre, 
WLTM similar male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423029 § 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

TAMARA, Indian woman, 
Muslim, 43, golden brown skin, 
long black straight hair, WLTM 
male in his 40s. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4231531 
KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde 
lady seeks discreet gent for 
daytime distractions. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3006 Box 421657 


RITA, seeks a genuine male for 
friendship, days out, shes very 
friendly, genuine and social, give 
her a call ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422403 $ 
FELICITY, well educated, 
sophisticated lady, 38yrs, 
unhappily married and looking 
for a distraction with a man 30+, 
must be discreet. Text Only 
Box:4023417 

MARIA 57, likes gym, outdoors, 
wildlife, seeking nice male for 
nights out, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417573| 

BLACK professional female 
seeks professional/tall Lebanese 
or Egyptian or Indian (must be 
fair skinned man)... for marriage. 
Text only Mailbox: 5373562 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

PAT, petite blonde lady, GSOH, 
young looking for her age, seeks 
genuine gent any age with 
GSOH Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422393 | 

LORRAINE, attractive solvent 
brunette, 34yrs, own house/car 
wltm gent any age, looks 
unimportant but must have 
GSOH. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3030 Box 422415 
KAY, 66, slim blonde, 5'5, very 
active, loves travel, outdoor life 
and much more. Seeks white 
guy 60-69 in Reading area. Text 
only Mailbox: 5312512 
EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 


genuine, seeks warm, down-to- 
earth gentleman, similar age, for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 420773 § 
MERRY, widow, dark hair, kind and 
caring, hoping to meet a kind gent 
for friendship, possibly more. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4223391 

LAURA, single mum, 29yrs, blue 
eyed blonde, fair skinned, pretty. 
Lonely and seeking adult compa¬ 
ny when the kids are in bed! ACA. 
Text Only Box: 4161735 
BARBARA, is a caring lady who 
seeks a man to care for, she will do 
anything to make you happy. Just 
give her a call today. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422411 | 

EARLY 70s, young at heart widow, 
likes dancing, eating out and in, 
pub lunches, theater and cinema, 
keep fit, the sun, WLTM gent 65- 
75, with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421761 | 
GENUINE, GSH, attractive, 
outgoing professional female, 55. 
Enjoys keeping fit, socialising and 
travel, WLTM similar male for 
relationship. Text only Mailbox: 
5453851 

WIDOW would like to meet a gent 
64-74yrs with a good sense of , 
humour, I love dancing, cinema, 
theatre, pub lunches, all the normal 
things. There must be someone out 
there and I live in Surrey. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418727 
50YRS, old attractive lady. Sheila, 
caring honest, seeks discreet gent. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:422469 | 

FEMALE, blue eyes, slim and 
pretty, from South Africa, young 
fifties, seeking a sincere, retired 
gentleman, who resides close to 
the sea. Text only Mailbox: 
5456242 


uaiot ou, wlim nice guy 4D-Dy 
for discreet friendship maybe more. 
Likes going for a drink, rock music 
and holidays. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5082641 

CAROLE 52, long chestnut hair, 
attractive, 5ft 4ins, medium build, 
likes travel, animals, countryside, 
seeks Scottish male, under 57 with 
hair. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:380448 

LORNA, Afro-Caribbean lady, 
retired nurse, late 60s, seeking 
similar aged gentleman, n/s, 
someone who is kind and honest, 
looking for friendship. Croydon 
area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 420183| 

GEORGE you left Carole a 
message but I did not get your 
phone number, please call again. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380942 

KAY, young 66, widow, slim, 
blonde, 5'5, GSOH. Very active, 
loves travel, outdoor life and loads 
more looking for white male. Text 
only to mailbox no: 5312512 


iviAniNA cuaaiy Dionae, Diue eyes, 
kind, caring, loyal, down to earth, 
lonely girl. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414627| 

CHANTELLE, 5ft3~ light 

brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 
KAY 66 widow, slim, blonde 5'5. 
fun loving, loves travel, out door life 
and much more. Seeks similar man 
aged 59-69 for friendship, maybe 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5312512 

ELLEN, young retired, divorced, 
new to W Sussex, seeks friend for 
outings, dinners and similar. Must 
be 55-65 genuine, educated and 

fun Text only to Mailbox no: 
5068020 

ANDREA pre-op transsexual, 56 
years old, blonde hair blue eyes, 
likes cosy nights in, pubs meals 
out, long walks looking for a nice 
man. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5310019 


5ft 9ins, medium 
build, considered ^ 
attractive, N/S, lives 
London, loves 

Eastbourne, looking for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 404739 
WELL travelled, tall, fit widower 
in his 70's living in mid Sussex, 
seeks a lively widow for outings, 
stimulating conversation. Text 76YR 
only Mailbox: 5473939 old 

SLIM Jamaican male, 68, n/s, 
likes walking, theatre, cinema w| dower, 
and holidays, seeks slim to ®*. ( 
medium build West Indian lady, '* 
65-68, n/s, for relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

422629 


Men Seeking 

mydate24] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


TIREDJF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 



SENDING A TEXT! 


TEXT 


MATCH TO 89990 


before cofSddeBlscennEx-,..^ 
to ty rote-vise users Nc moires can bi 
auce do not g*# persons) Seise to 


Customer support 
Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


YOUNG 56 year old lady, gosh, 
5ft5, larger lady, affectionate, likes 
eating out, films, music, socialising, 
looking for a relationship with a 
genuine, honest, loving, romantic 
man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 421363| 

ORIENTAL lady, honest, caring, 
loves walking, WLTM a reliable, 
sincere man for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5443434 
SUSAN 44, blonde hair, well 
educated, professional, GSOH, 
likes music, travel, seeking male 
for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:414069 § 

SLIM blonde lady, very young 66, 
active, fun loving, many interests, 
seeks unattached white guy, 60-68, 
Reading area. Text only to 
mailbox: 5312512 
FEMALE, young 58, 5ft2, size 14, 
blonde, bubbly, GSOH, warm, 
loving, kind and caring, loves 
music, animals, seaside, looking 
for that special someone. Text 
only Mailbox: 4715158 


COUNTRY gent, 50, seeks open 
minded lady, for fun and friendship, 
possibly more, by impulsive 
romantic, dining out and in, and 
sexy fun too. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423127 i 
TALL, fit, hunky guy, early 50s, 
Basingstoke, would like some 
female company, to enjoy hot 
summer days and cold winter 
evenings with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423149 i 
WALLACE, 60, 5ft3, seeking a 
genuine petite lady, 57-67, likes 
holidays in Spain, looking for a LTR 
for love and much more. Surrey, no 
time wasters. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423313 I 
BEN, kind caring gent, 37yrs, very 
tall and well built with curly black 
hair. Own home, good job, just 
missing a special lady. Text Only 
Box:4158248 

PENSIONER widower with car 
seeks sequence ballroom dancer 
who is good with naughty boys. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418113 


BEN, 48, musician, nice looking, fit, 
5ft10, intelligent, caring, charming, 
clean-cut image, seeks lady any 
age/looks who requires daytime, 
discreet, very passionate fun 
meetings. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421399 

PAUL 51 genuine WLTM female 
25-45 for friendship and fun, 
maybe more. Text only Mailbox: 
5447746 

WIDOWER with car, seeks female 
ballroom/sequence dancer. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 4183771 
HOVE pensioner, widower, with a 
car, seeks dominant female for 
adult, naughty fun, age and looks 
not important. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419479 
MARK, 50, handsome, great 
physique, 5ft10, seeking a lady, 50- 
75, for morning or afternoon fun, 
chats and fantastic passion. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422945 | 

JOHN, Sussex gentleman, 6ft, very 
tactile, seeks lady, 30-60, for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422903 g 


HARRY, 56, attractive guy, 
divorced, looking for an attractive 
female for meet ups and erotic, 
sensual, no strings fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423159 | 
EASY going male 56, athletic build 
looking for a lady for fun times and 
leisure activities. Any age. I'm in 
Worthing. Text only Mailbox: 
5458706 

FUN loving, discreet man, looking 
for NSA friendship and fun with a 
very open minded lady. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 423191 | 


OLD pensioner/widower, with car, 

seeks female for adult fun and role- 
play, I also dance, sing and swim. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421139 § 

MATURE male, married, looking 
for adult daytime fun with a lady, 
any status/age/nationality, give me 
a call let s have some fun! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423077 $ 
CLIFF young 50s, working nights, 
has plenty free time in day, looking 
to meet lady for fun, maybe more. 
Age 30-55. Text only Mailbox: 
5495780 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


MATURE male seeks female, 
any age/status not important for 
casual fun. Nice flat, nice car. 
Witney. Text only Mailbox: 
5467178 

48YR old male, seeks female, 
30-60 who enjoys the good 
things, meals out, cinema, 
theatre, music, holidays, 
weekends away etc. East 
Sussex. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 386756 
JACK,55, good looking, fit and in 
shape WLTM broadminded lady, 
any age for social and relaxation 
interludes. Text only Mailbox: 
5458706 

PAUL, 53, business man, 
genuine, likes eating out, films, 
music, holidays and having fun, 
WLTM a similar loving, caring 
female, age and looks 
unimportant, for relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422521 i 

MALE 48, own business, 
average looks, medium build and 
looking for love. Must like the 
good things in life, 30-55yrs. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
390746 

PASSIONATE male missing 
female companionship, would 
you like to join me in discreet fun 
and adult humour? Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 406611 
PAUL 51, likes meals out, music, 
weekends away, seeking female 
to share fun times with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413479 
ALAN, 56, single, from Brighton, 
looking for a lady, 50-59, who s 
nice and easy to get along with, 
and would be interested in going 
out for a drink and a meal and a 
chat then give me a call! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

421955 

MALE, 42, fit, active, stocky, 
seeks larger lady, 40-50ish, for 
NSA fun, Sussex area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 422481 
PAUL 46, 5ft 8ins, 14st, hazel 
eyes, brown hair, likes meals out, 
cinema, holidays, seeks Miss 
Right/soul mate, friend and lover, 
30-55. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 379206 



military/air 
lines, 
likes 

boating, motor 
cycling, seeks Tinkerbelle 
to make me laugh again. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409201 i 

THOMAS athletic, easygoing, 
likes sports, meals out, cinema, 
nights out, seeks female, 40-55. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388192 

OUTGOING friendly guy seeks 
similar female to share good 
times with. Text only Mailbox: 
4915263 

MALE, 47, tall, dark hair, blue 
eyes, separated, have grown up 
teenagers, lives alone, works full 
time, looking for that special 
someone that will lead to a LTR 
and hopefully more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421943 
MALE, 47, tall, dark hair, blue 
eyes, looking for female, 39-51, 
with very GSOH, loyal, honest, 
caring, single mum welcome, for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422315| 


LADY, 

70+ 
sought 

caring and 

affectionate 70 year 
old male, for long term, 
intimate relationship, 

initially daytimes only, larger 
lady very welcome. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421995 | 


Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 



*EQ send WINK 123456 to 8009B 

60096 costs 1130 per message. To STOP leu 
Map to 80096 Serve# prosldfd b* JMertUUK 
LM.SW4 78X feed HoipHlII 0)67 120 7)10 

HELLO I'm Tom, 33, decent 
looking, fit, into the gym and 
running, loves animals, get in 
touch and leave me a message! 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422065 | 

49 YR old male, interesting, 
exciting, outgoing, seeking 
similar aged female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

417825 | 

HOWARD, works full time as a 
psychic, lives in Hastings, looking 
for a likeminded female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

422255 I 

JACK 55, slim, athletic, clean, 
intelligent, WLTM female 35 to 55 
for relaxing and stress free 
interludes WORTHING area text 
only. Text only Mailbox: 
5458706 


ALERIE cuddly blonde, late 50's, 
5ft lins, seeks bi lady of similar 
age for friendship and fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410203 
60S bi male, WLTM similar guys 
for fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 423273 | 

MALE, 68yrs, 5ft 4ins looking for 
genuine gay male, similar height 
and size. Text only Mailbox: 
4859409 

MATURE bi male seeks similar for 
fun and friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 4641909 
BI male, seeking to meet pre op 
TS or TV, for no stings attached, 
local fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4226471 
BI guy WLTM similar bi or gay guy, 
18-30. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:421283 

Friends 

SARAH 35, bi, seeking that special 
someone, male/female, 30-45. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4131231 


[Z Follow us 
~ on 

l< rally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 07/08/16 
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holidays 





Super 60s Christmas Markets 
River Cruise By Rail or Air 

28 November, 2016* Quote: TC11 -4-KOS 

Join us for a super cruise down memory lane as we party to the songs of Dusty 
Springfield and a host of other 60s icons with star tribute act Vicki Lambert. 
We also take-in Holland's best Christmas market towns: Maastricht and 
Valkenburg with its unique Christmas caves. Add to this great food and free 
drinks on board our exclusive charter of the popular mps Princess and you 
have the perfect start to the festive season. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return Eurostar travel from London St Pancras and Ebbsfleet, 
or flights from a choice of UK airports • 3 nights full-board plus on the mps Princess 
sharing a Main Deck rear twin-bed cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine & soft 
drinks served at lunch & dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Buffet 
breakfasts & lunches • Dinner served at your table - 4 courses • Entertainment 
• Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on Board 


Seaside 60 s Sounds 
in West Sussex 

Chatsworth Hotel, Worthing 

24 March, 2017- Quote: WG3-KOS 

Join us in Worthing for a Winter Warmer Party and enjoy £1 drinks and live I 
entertainment from Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) plus Vicki Lambert 
as Dusty Springfield. The Chatsworth is one of the finest hotels on the south 
coast, just a stone's throw from the sea and a short stroll to the town centre. All 
bedrooms are en-suite and a lift services all floors. 

INCLUDED: Happy Hour £1 drinks from 7pm to 11 pm both evenings - pint of house 
beer or small glass of wine • Live entertainment both nights • 2 nights sharing an 
en-suite bedroom with TV & free wifi • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 
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ENJOY a fun-packed party break at this charming Tudor-style hotel near 
Guildford and close to The Hogs Back Brewery and Polesden Lacey, an 
Edwardian country house and estate. Entertainment is by Dave Grant (ex- 
Paper Lace) and Vicki Lambert as Dusty Springfield. Over-40s only. 

Break also available 6 Jan 2017 with Fortunes lead singer Eddie Mooney & Glen 
Leon as Tom Jones - £129pp; 10 Feb 2017 with The Beatle (Fab Four tribute) & 
comedy singer Ian Larkin - £139pp; 10 Mar 2017 with Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & 
Foundations) and Dave Grant (ex-Paper Lace) - £139pp; 14 Apr 2017 (Easter) 
with the Frankie Valli Story & singing duo Bus Stop - £159pp. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment both nights • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • 2 nights 
sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free Parking 


60s Sounds in Surrey 

Thatcher's Hotel, Guildford 

Friday 4 November, 2016 - Quote: TG-KOS 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

4IABTA 

Trav«t wrfth confkUm* 


| £10 deposit 
Free Drinks 
Entertainment 
Dance tuition 
Dance cabaret 
Over 40s only 
Car Ferry 


' 




Carry on New Year 
Dance Party 

Warner Bembridge, Isle of Wight 

6 January, 2017 • Quote: NY1 -3-KOS 

Fans of Strictly Come Dancing and dance enthusiasts are in for a treat at our 
exclusive break on the Isle of Wight. We are taking over Warner's Bembridge Coast 
Hotel again with a tailor made weekend hosted by IDU World Ballroom Dance 
Champions Warren and Kristi Boyce, featuring Ballroom and Latin dance tuition, 
dance cabaret, social dancing, a Gala Ball and much more. With a huge 8,860 sq ft 
dance floor, reserved tables and seating for a maximum of 200 dance guests, 
comfort and space are guaranteed. Dance guests can also enjoy a packed 
entertainment programme in the show lounge with tributes to The Beatles, The 
Stylistics and Tom Jones, PLUS great food and free drinks from 6pm to midnight 
every night. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every night - house beers and spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks and mixers • 3 nights sharing an en-suite chalet with TV 
and tea/coffee tray - main hotel upgrades available • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • Dance 
tuition • Dance cabaret • Social dancing • Gala Ball • 60s-themed entertainment in the 
show lounge • Return car ferry • Free car parking 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 
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Brexittosee 
Manston US sale? 


I AM confused. We voted Brexit for 
the UK to “take back control”. 

If the government forces the 
British owners of Manston Airport 
to sell to the US corporation 
RiverOak, is that not giving away 
the very control we seek? 

If the situation were reversed, do 
you think the US government would 
force an American company to sell 
nationally significant infrastructure 
to a British firm? 

The foreign take overs of Cad¬ 
bury’s and Pilkington Glass, with 
the subsequent UK plant closures 
and job loses, should make us very 
cautious about foreign companies’ 
and their investment promises. 

P Hendy 
Herne Bay 

No surrender to 
the Brexiteers 

I’M afraid it’s Messrs Granger and 
Brockman (KoS, letters, last week) 
who will be sorely disappointed if 
they think the Remain campaign 
will simply stop; or that such as trade 
deals will save us after any departure 
from the EU; if that’s what we do in 
the end since Article 50 hasn’t been 
invoked as yet. 

Further, the referendum was not 
legally binding, merely an advisory 
one and still far too close to merely 
abandon campaigning. 

Mr Farage, for one, said if they 
lost, they would continue; and Mrs 
May could just as easily eventually 
ignore it as well 

Thus the campaigns to stop 
Brexit, or rejoin after it, by the 48 
per cent will continue by the 
centralist European Movement, the 
Another Europe is Possible group 
and the EU wide Democracy in 
Europe Movement 2025 for 
example. 

After all, does anyone, be it 
campaigners or politicians just ‘give 
up’ after a vote or decision goes 
against them? No, they persist. 

The corporations also largely 
have not; they’ve continued to 
sneak around the back lobbying 
MEPs and commissioners alike to 
stitch things up for themselves. 

Indeed, does Mr Brockman really 
want such as the anti-democratic 
and truly dictatorial, in my view, 
TTIP, CETA or TISA style ‘trade 
deals’ which would put taxpayers in 
the firing line for billions to 
maintain social or environmental 
protections or improvements; to be 
imposed on Britons, or indeed 
anyone else? 

Thus the people have to make 
common cause across the EU so that 
it can still, albeit gradually; be 
reformed by voting in MEPs with a 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 




Bus stop dangers at 
Detling showground 


YOU have recently reported on the 
Kent County Show at Detling. 
However, there is a problem with 
safety regarding the bus stop 
serving this site for the various 
event that take place at the 
showground during the year. 

At the South East Bus Festival, 
held at the Detling site at around 
Easter time (it was on April 2 this 
year), a shuttle bus is provided 
from the site’s outer car park area, 
and this goes northward to the 
Stockbury roundabout and serves 
one of the conventional bus stops 
on the way back (in order to 
connect into and out of normal 
service 333/334 buses towards 
Maidstone), before continuing 
down Detling Hill and then back up 
to the showground. 

I assume similar arrangements 
apply at other events at Detling. 

This, however, leaves a problem 
with arrangements for the bus stop 
for journeys from Maidstone 
towards Sittingbourne. 

The bus stop is located a little way 


mandate based on such as the last 
two groups above proposals. 

At present also, the opposition in 
Poland and Hungary utilise the EU 
and it’s flag against their hard-right 
governments. 

Similar could be said about the 
UK which is hardly a bastion of 
democracy with an unelected head 
of state and appointed/hereditary 
House of Lords, a non-proportional 
voting system, and a welfare system 
which a UN report at the end of June 
said largely breaks international hu¬ 
man rights laws. 

Thus with the majority of young 
people who voted to remain on our 


past the site entrance and no 
pavement is provided, so the result 
is that bus passengers have to climb 
over a crash barrier and walk in the 
carriageway; this is hardly 
satisfactory on such a fast road. 

I understand from Arriva its 
depot manager at Maidstone agrees 
this stop is dangerous but Kent 
County Council will not admit 
there is a problem, saying that it 
must wait for a serious accident to 
happen before anything can be 
done. That, frankly, shows an 
appalling attitude. 

I would argue this bus stop 
should be resited so that, on 
non-event days, the bus would stop 
immediately to the Maidstone side 
of the site entrance, while on event 
days the bus would enter the site’s 
outer car park and serve a 
temporary stop adjacent to the stop 
served by the shuttle bus that 
connects with southbound 
333/334 journeys. 

John Humphrey 
Sevenoaks 


side, and who will outlive such as 
Mr Granger, I can paraphrase 
Churchill by saying: ‘We Remainers 
will never surrender’. 

Ray Duff, 

Folkestone 


We will be great 
once again 


AMID all the post-Brexit hysteria, it 
is worth remembering that Great 
Britain did exist independently 
before its introduction to the 


Common Market in 1975, and very 
efficiently and successfully too. 

The EU has failed its member coun¬ 
ties cataclysmically because of the 
capitality greed and bellicosity of its 
arrogrant, elitest control structure. 

Free movement of people is an 
admirable ideal but because so 
many EU member states are 
bombing the life out of improver- 
ished African, Asian and Middle 
Eastern countries and robbing them 
of their natural resources for 
Western materialist gain, then the 
EU is inviting the interminable 
terrorist invasion we are now so 
tragically experincing. 

The European Parliament is ruled 
and controlled by a power-crazed 
corrupt minority and it is innocent 
citizens of all nationalities who pay the 
heaviest price for their rapacious 
avarice and shameless military plunder. 

We need to get back control of our 
borders, unite as a nation and heal 
our wounds before we are complete¬ 
ly consumed by terrorism, bitter 
internal division and continuous 
civil unrest. 

Clive Wilkins-Oppler 

Petham 

We must fight 
against exports 

LIVE animal exports are back in the 
news again. 

My initial feelings of dismay and 
anger quickly changes, as compas¬ 
sion took control. 

We are fighting evil which cannot 
be allowed to prevail. 

Mary McNulty, 
Brenchley 


Oops...apologies 
for the error 


IN your paper last week by a story 
headlined ‘Prison starting to 
stabilise’ you have printed the 
wrong picture of the prison. 

This is not HMP Swaleside, it is 
HMP Eastchurch (Standford Hill) 

S Baran 
via email 

Options for guilt 
free electricity 

AS a transport economist I was 
interested in your article entitled go 
eco-economical and ecological. 

If your readers are really inter¬ 
ested in climate change, as I would 
hope, then it is possible to buy 
electricity from at least two 
producers Good Energy and Ecotric- 
ity who only use electricity from 
sustainable sources. 

David Spurling, 
Sittingbourne 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

North & West 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 








images of kent 



Epple Bay, near 
Birchington 

by Hugo Thomson, 
from Margate 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 



ALL NEW mwmmjs ^ 

THE LATEST ADDITION TO THE MG FAMILY 


INCLUDING gvgj'g WARRANTY 

FIND OUTMOREATMG.CO.uk/GS 


Fuel consumption: URBAN 37.6 mpg | 7.5 1/100km (Manual) 36.6 mpg | 7.7 1/100km (Auto), EXTRA URBAN 53.2 mpg | 5.3 1/100km (Manual) 53.2 | 5.3 1/100km (Auto), COMBINED 46.3 mpg | 6.1 1/100km (Manual) 45.5 mpg | 6.2 1/100km (Auto). C0 2 
EMISSIONS 139 g/km (Manual) 141 g/km (Auto) 

Model shown is MG GS Exclusive with Sunset Orange paint and black A-post decal at £19,989. *On the road price of £14,995 applies to the MG GS Explore with no optional extras. On the road (OTR) prices include VAT where applicable, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and 12 
months'Vehicle Excise Duty’. From prices exclude optional metallic paint, accessories and graphics packs. Fuel consumption values shown are based on official EU test figures and are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not be representative of actual driving results. 


Northgate MG 


Northgate Canterbury Kent CTI I FW 01 227 829930 www.northgate.mg.co.uk 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 



ROISVVC 


REFRESH: Korea’s fourth 
largest carmaker is back 
in the UK to stay this time, 
expanding its range and 
market share. Pictured: the 
Tivoli XLV, left, Korando, 
below right, Rexton tackling 
the mud, bottom, and the 
Turismo, below left. 



SsanaYona shows of 


oubedraaon ambitio 






» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




S SANGYONG is flexing its muscles in the 
wake of Hyundai and Kia’s success here. 

Using the same well-warranted, high 
value stance of those better known 
brands, but tending towards the fashion¬ 
able SUV/crossover style, South Korea’s fourth larg¬ 
est car maker has expanded both range and sales. 

The latest addition is a well-judged stretched 
XLV version of the Tivoli entry model launched 
last year and priced from £12,950. The XLV adds 
238mm to the standard car’s length, thereby de¬ 
livering 720 cubic litres of space - bettering top 
family estates like the VW Passat (650 litres). 

SsangYong says the XLV (from £18,250) is “a 
multi-role, multi-function solution” equally adept at 
lugging baby buggies and kids’ stuff, bikes and golf 
clubs for the sporty, or all the kit for a working week. 

As with all SsangYongs it also comes with a 
five-year/unlimited mileage warranty, rather 
than the industry norm - a miserly three 
year/60,000-mile ticket. 

SsangYong - which means ‘double dragons’ - 
made its UK debut in the 1990s with the Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz-powered Musso, but was dogged by 
corporate instability until the 2011 takeover by 
India’s Mahindra group and a UK return. 

The range flagship is the Rexton, a thorough 


revamp of the previous car, which sold on its 
4x4 towing prowess at a sensible price. The re¬ 
vised ‘W’ (£22,995) has the same strengths but 
a more pleasing appearance inside and out. 

The mid-range Korando SUV (from £15,995) 
has the cachet of design by Italian master Giorget- 
to Giugiaro’s studio. Launched in 2011 and recent¬ 


ly updated, this car allowed SsangYong to start 
breaking through in the UK, a process accelerated 
by the smaller and even more affordable Tivoli last 
year. Finally, the Turismo is SsangYong’s space 
monster, a seven-seater with decent luggage space 
that makes it pretty much unbeatable as a people 
carrier - especially from £18,995. 
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Citroen's Picasso continues to shape up 


French marque’s C3 Picasso model continues to be a fresh and versatile design, 
appealing to a wide range of customers. We look at the model inspired by art 



P EOPLE carriers or MPVs 
are typically ‘one-box’ 
designs, so Citroen pulled 
a master stroke by 
adopting the name of 
Cubism creator Picasso. 

The French marque’s MPV 
sub-brand has since gone its own 
distinctive way with ‘cubist’ designs 
such as the C3 Picasso. 

When this car arrived in 2011 it 
not only impressed with its space, 
but a nod to SUV ruggedness, 
keeping it fresh in a market where 
4x4 styling cues are all the rage. 

And yet the upright structuring 
that bodes well for passenger space 
and load-carrying, is nicely blurred 
and ‘blings up’ well in dark colours 
with alloys, roof bars and add-ons. 

Interior quality and appeal 
matches the exterior and, despite a 
tall stance, it is not a bad drive either, 
though the pliant suspension and 
light steering is geared more to a 
relaxed and road-smoothing ride. 

But does it deliver as an MPV? 
Definitely, and at an aggressive price 
from £16,575, with loads of standard kit 
after a recent streamlining of the line-up. 

All passengers get generous head 
and legroom and the airy cabin can 
be enhanced by a full length 


panoramic roof if you opt for flagship 
Platinum trim (from £17,575). 

Of course, it shines most as a load 
carrier, enhanced by the front 
passenger seat back folding for extra 
load space within what is one of the 
longest cabins in its class, rivalling 


many MPVs in the segment above. 

It has a generous 500-litre boot, 
expandable to a van-like 1,506 litres 
adding to a broad appeal; ranging 
from family wagon to ‘funky wheels’ 
for young buyers; tradesman’s 
weekday workhorse/weekend family 


bus to executive holdall; or lifestyle 
estate with a difference to ‘smart yet 
sensible wheels’ for empty nesters. 

It is one of the biggest boots in its 
sector and has a removable floor, 
which can be positioned at two levels 
to give either a flat load floor with 


Citroen C3 Picasso 

PlalinumPuieTechllO 

Price: 

from £17,225 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Ford C-Max 


rear seats folded or a much deeper 
boot when they are upright. 

And much attention has been paid 
to detail for carrying the passengers’ 
bits and bobs. 

Dislikes? Well, the car’s handling 
might be too comfort orientated for 
some, and the centre mounting of 
the key dials and gauges is a bit old 
hat and penny-pinching. 

Countering these niggles though 
are excellent powertrain options: the 
light, lively and willing three-cylinder 
llObhp 1.2-litre petrol engine - as 
tested here - or the smooth four- 
cylinder 90bhp diesel (from £17,640). 

The frugality of the diesel - 
72.4mpg official combined - and £20 
a year road tax is countered by the 
petrol’s livelier performance, 

56.5mpg (combined), £30 road tax 
and an upfront saving of £1,065. 


SsangYong Tivoli 

Free Upgrade from SE to EX 



SsangYong 


Est. Korea 1954 

5 YEAR WARRANTY 



Hidsons Ssangyong 

5 High Street, 

Rainham, Kent 
ME8 7JB 

01634 235191 

www.hidsons.co.uk/ssangyong 


Features Includes: 

• Free Leather Seats ■ Free Reverse Camera 

• Free 7* Touch Screen - Free 18" Alloy Wheels 

• Free Heated Front Seats 


Only 

£ 12,950 

And available with 

0 % APR 

Representative 
Our lowest rate 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 39.2 (7.2) - 44.1 (6.4), Extra Urban 28.8 (9.8) - 34.5 (8.2), Combined 49.6 (5.7) - 52.3 (5.4). C02 emissions in g/km: 167-149. Vehicles are shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede 
all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, finance is subject to status. E&OE. 60588 
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i Kent on Sunday 

jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Classic 




Education 

ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING FOR 

TEACHERS - TEACHING ASSISTANTS 
NURSERY NURSES & EXPERIENCED 
SCHOOL - OFFICE STAFF 

FOR LOCAL PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Daily Supply, Long Term and Permanent Posts Available 

CALL 01474 359333 or register your details at 
www.classic 

education.co.uk/apply Anv ‘ 


AGY : 


auppfaers of aggregato & concrete 

WEIGHBRIDGE CLERK 

Full time, permanent position at our long 
established operation at Nepicar, Kent. 
Keyboard experience preferred 

Applications in writing only to Mrs J Fowler, 
J Clubb Ltd., Church Hill, Wilmington, 
Dartford, Kent, DA2 7DZ. 

Doing it right for over 80 years 


Get your CV in front of 
local employers 


Upload it to jobs i co.uk today 

w |* %w ”** H ^ J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE ” I 


JOBS UPDATED EVERY HOUR 



Treat someone 



with a gift voucher from 


'subscription 



Available in £5, 

£10, £25 and £50 
denominations, 
Subscription Save 
vouchers can be 
redeemed online 
for any magazine 
subscription or 
single product purchase. 


www.subscriptionsave 

.co.uk/giftvoucher 



Find over... 



.gardening 

services 

in London on 
localsearch24 


Localsearch24 
business database 
October 2014 


local search 24.co.uk 

your trusted local directory 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND AT 
UNDERHILL ROAD, 
DIBGATE CAMP, SHORNCLIFFE, 
FOLKESTONE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County 
Council as Highway Authority for the County 
of Kent propose to make an application to the 
Magistrates’ sitting at Folkestone Magistrates’ 
Court on 8 September 2016 at 10:00 for an Order 
under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
extinguish highway rights on the grounds that 
they are unnecessary on land at Underhill Road, 
Dibgate Camp, Shorncliffe, Folkestone as edged 
red on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred 
to are on deposit, and can be seen during normal 
office hours, at the main reception of The Kent 
County Council at Sessions House, County Hall, 
Maidstone, Kent ME 14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or 
who uses the highway specified or who would be 
aggrieved by the making of the Order may appear 
before the Magistrates’ Court to raise an objection 
or make a representation on the application. Any 
person intending to appear before the Magistrates’ 
Court at the hearing of the application is requested 
to inform David McKnight by post to Legal 
Services, The Kent County Council, Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ, 
by email david.mcknight@kent.gov.uk, or by 
telephone 03000 416465 before 30 August 2016 
quoting reference number LS/21/106057/608. 

If you require further information or would like 
to discuss this matter, please contact David 
McKnight using the contact details shown above. 
ROGER WILKIN 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS, 
TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE 


PLEASE MENTION THIS 
PAPER WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for Grant of New 
Premises Licence 

We McGuires Fine Food Ltd hereby give notice 
that we have made an application to the to Medway 
Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent 
ME4 4TR for grant of a new premises license the 
provision of licensable activities: 

Sale of Alcohol from 09.00 - 23.30 daily 
Provision of Regulated Entertainment - 18.00 - 
24.00 daily 

Provision of Late Night Refreshment - 23.00 -24.00 
daily 

In respect of the premises situated at Pump House 
No 5, Leviathan Way, Chatham Maritime, Chatham, 
Kent ME4 4LP to be known by the sign of McGuires 
at the Distillery. A Copy of the application can be 
inspected at the Licensing Department, Medway 
Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent 
ME4 4TR during office hours or on our website at 
www.medway.gov.uk/licensing. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation 
in relation to this application must give notice in 
writing to: Licensing Unit at the Council Offices 
or by e-mail to licensing@medway.gov.uk by 26th 
August 2016 or by telephone 01634 337107 after 
which date no objections will be considered. 

The Licensing Authority must receive representations 
by the date given above. Representations must relate 
to one or more of the four licensing objectives: THE 
PREVENTION OF CRIME AND DISORDER, 
PUBLIC SAFETY, THE PREVENTION OF 
PUBLIC NUISANCE, and OR THE PROTECTION 
OF CHILDREN FROM HARM. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing 
Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly make a false 
statement in or in connection with an application for 
premises licence and the maximum fine on being 
convicted of such an offence is £5000. 

Stephen Thomas LAW, Solicitors for the Applicant, 
8, Grassmere, Leybourne, Kent ME19 5QP 


For more Job Opportunities 

visit us online at . . . 


jobs 

/ IN-PAPER • 


Lco.uk 


IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

D. J. Mortimer Ltd of 6 Falcon Mews, Vale 
Road, Northfleet, Gravesend DA11 8BW 
is applying to change an existing licence as 
follows 

To add an operating centre to keep 2 goods 
vehicles and 1 trailer at Robins Wharf, Grove 
Road, Northfleet, Gravesend DA11 9 AX 
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at 
the address given at the top of this notice. 
A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s 
office. 


Notice of an Application for the Grant 
of a Premises Licence (Licensing Act) 

Notice is hereby given that Graham Peter Austen 
has applied to Ashford Borough council for the 
Grant of Premises Licence for a recorded music 
on and off alcohol and hours and days. For the 
premises Bookmakers Arms, situated at 18 High 
Street Charing Kent TN27 OHU. A register 
of licensing applications can be viewed at the 
Licensing Section, Ashford Borough council, 
Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent TN23 
1PL 01233 330721 by appointment. 

Any person wishing to submit representations 
to this application must give notice in writing 
to the address shown above giving details of 
the grounds of objection by 22nd August 2016. 
Dated this 7th Day of August 2016 
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Sport 

Gemili named GB 
captain in Brazil 

Dartford sprinter told us last week he wants a medal in Rio 



Athletics 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


DARTFORD’S Olympic sprinter 
Adam Gemili has been announced 
as the team captain for Team GB’s 
athletics squad. 

The former Blackheath and Brom¬ 
ley Harriers runner will line up in 
Rio in the men’s 200m as well as the 
men’s 4x100m relay later this 
month. 

At 18, Gemili, made it to the men’s 
100m semi final at London 2012. 

The former Dartford Grammar 
school student accepted the honour, 
ahead of the Olympic ceremony on 
Friday night. 

The 22-year-old told KoS last week 
that he was not going out there to 
make up the numbers, but to chal¬ 
lenge the likes of Jamaica’s Usain 
Bolt for a medal and a place on the 
podium. 

This week, following the an¬ 
nouncement, he said: “It was a real 
honour to be asked and I wasn’t sure 
at first whether to accept because I 
knew there were others in the team 
who had more experience. 

“But I am so proud to be here, I 
love my sport and what I’ve experi¬ 
enced in the last few years and I’ll 
always do my best to perform well 
and support my team mates in what¬ 
ever they do too. 

“If a captain is measured by any of 
these things then I know I can give it 
a real go. 

“I am so grateful that I’ve been on 
teams with so many great athletes 
and staff and how they’ve helped me 
to learn what I do over the last few 
years. I’ll be thinking of what they’ve 


SKIPPER: Adam Gemili 

done for me and use this as a way of 
saying thank you.” 

Neil Black is the team leader for the 
athletics squad. 

He said: “It’s rare that an athlete 
should have such widespread respect 
at such a young age, but his conduct, 
performance credentials and ability 


to unite people is one of the best I’ve 
ever seen in all my time working in 
athletics. 

“He is a world class athlete, profes¬ 
sional, respectful and a great ambas¬ 
sador for the sport. The captaincy for 
an Olympic Games is an honour and 
it’s one that Adam truly deserves.” 


Shakey bounces back from crash at Brands 


Superbikes 


SHANE ‘Shakey’ Byrne bounced 
back from a high-speed crash to top 
the times in the opening British 
Superbike Championship free 
practice session at his home round of 
Brands Hatch on Friday. 

The Sheppey rider was climbing 
the order before a tumble at Sheene 
Curve early in the session, which 
acts as preparation for the main 
races across the weekend. 

The four-time champion was able 
to return to the garage and with 
hard work from the team, he was 
able to get back on track for the final 
ten minutes of the session. 

His rookie team-mate Glenn Irwin 
had snatched the top position from 
the Bennetts Suzuki team in the final 



LEADER: Shane Byrne 

20 minutes after Tommy Bridewell 
posted a time that would be the 
benchmark into the closing stages of 


the session. 

Irwin hit the top with just under 
15 minutes of the session remaining, 
but in the final minutes he was 
pushed back to third when Honda 
Racing’s Dan Linfoot split the Be 
Wiser Ducatis at the chequered flag. 

Luke Mossey climbed the order to 
fourth in the final moments, moving 
up ahead of Richard Cooper on the 
leading Buildbase BMW and 
Bridewell, who held sixth place at the 
end of the session. 

Lee Jackson made it both Buildbase 
BMWs inside the top ten in seventh 
place as he held off Jason O’Halloran 
and Christian Iddon on the leading 
Tyco BMW. 

James Ellison completed the top 
ten in the practice, with Leon 
Haslam holding 12th place and Peter 
Hickman in 14th. 


» Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Sport Shorts 


Spinner Tredwell given 
benefit year for county 


FORMER England spinner James Tredwell 
has been granted a benefit year at Kent for 
2017. 

The Ashford-born bowler made his 
debut for the county in 2000 and has 
made more than 500 senior appearances 
and taken in excess of 800 wickets during 
a decade and a half. 

The 34-year-old was awarded his Kent 
cap and won the Twenty20 Cup in 2007 
before being part of the side that won 
County Championship Division Two in 
2009. 

Tredwell has represented England in all 
three forms of the game: his Test and ODI 
debut came on the Bangladesh tour of 
2010 before his most recent call-up in 
2015 for the tour of West Indies. 

He said: “I feel very grateful to have been 
able to represent both my county and my 
country and to have been recognised in 
this way is a fantastic honour. 

“I have had some fabulous times on the 
cricket field to date and look forward to 
another fantastic year with you all.” 



i 

i 1 

SERVANT: James Tredwell 



HOME: Gillingham’s Priestfield 


Ex-Arsenal prospect 
joins Gills in loan deal 


GILLINGHAM have snapped up a 
former Arsenal academy product on 
loan, just hours before the new 
League One season kicks off. 

Jay Emmanuel-Thomas, who can 
play as a winger or a striker, joins 
from Championship club OPR after 
spells with a number of clubs in the 
Football League. 

“I’m here to help the club get as 
high as possible in the league,” 


he said. 

“I want to score goals, excite the 
fans, and show people what I’m good 
at. 

“I had a great conversation with 
the manager; we spoke in great 
detail about what he wants to do at 
the club. 

“That was exciting to hear, and it’s 
even more exciting to be a part of 
that.” 


Ebbsfleet promote academy pair 


EBBSFLEET United have promoted 
two young talents from its academy. 

Ollie Boulding and Karn Miller- 
Neave have both signed one-year 
deals with the club after featuring in 
pre-season and training alongside 
the first-team. 

Left back Miller-Neave burst on to 
the scene when he scored a stunning 
free-kick against Hythe Town in 
October 2014, making him the 


fourth youngest goalscorer ever in 
the FA Cup. 

He has since played in Kent Senior 
Cup games and made his Fleet league 
debut in April 2015 against Bishop’s 
Stortford. 

Boulding also cut his teeth in the 
Senior Cup last season and impressed 
in the right-back berth, making his 
league debut against Eastbourne on 
the last day of the campaign. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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ercol 


Free delivery 

and up to 


We are so confident that our extensive range of furniture represents the very best value for money. 
That in the unlikely event of finding an identical product elsewhere at a lower price we promise to match 
or better any deal on a like-for-like basis, at the point of order... even internet offers. 

www. wells interiors.co.uk 

Wfiexe quality & aemice- coat Caa! 


0 % APR 

free credit 


MATCH 

PROMISE 


GRANGE 


TEMPlfR 

Wells Bedding & Interiors | 44 High Street, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1XF | 01892 535555 
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